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At age 22, Nina Nicum is a homeowner—a wonderful 
achievement for any young person. What makes this milestone 
even more significant? Nina, a single mom of 8 year old Wyatt, 
became a mom at age 15. 

This kind of accomplishment is more than noteworthy, it’s 
almost unheard of. According to nationwide statistics, teen 
moms are far more likely to live in poverty, experience food 
insecurity, and have more difficulty staying employed than 
their non-parenting peers. Not only do these trends place 
incredible barriers in front of achieving stability for the mother; 
they also create a cycle of economic instability for their 
children as well.

Thankfully, Nina was able to overcome those odds, in large 
part because of her support from LSSI’s ECHO (Education 
Creates Hope and Opportunity) program. “Nina came to us as a 
pregnant freshman,” said Elise Beech, Nina’s former ECHO Case 
Manager. “Nina was lucky to have a great support system. While 

the pregnancy came as a shock, her mom encouraged Nina to 
enroll in ECHO.”

Receiving support from her case manager and her mother 
was huge. “Lots of people in her life told her it would be easier 
to drop out of high school and go back when the baby was 
older,” said Beech. Instead, Nina stayed in school and graduated 
early. “Nina took the support she received and ran with it,” said 
Beech. “It wasn’t a sprint. She ran a marathon!”

Not only has Nina achieved significant financial milestones; 
she has become a highly successful parent as well. “My son 
is blossoming into a great young man,” Nina has said, “and I 
couldn’t be prouder of him!”

In addition to providing a home and a loving environment for 
her son, Nina is also changing the trajectory of his life through 
her choices. Libby Martin, Vice President of Family Services at 
LSSI shares, “Nina’s story is one of many that articulates the  
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Christmas is a 
wonderful time to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth 
and the Grace and 
Hope our Savior 
provides. Thankfully, 
this grace and hope 
is available to you,  
to me and all those 
we serve. 

For individuals and families living in 
poverty or struggling with addiction,  
Grace and Hope are especially powerful 
words. Our clients face significant barriers 
to economic and family stability, yet for 

most, the biggest hurdle is their ability to 
see the possibilities beyond their current 
difficult situation.

Through our work, we help our clients 
discover hope for a new life, while we 
demonstrate grace. Our help can take 
many forms. Some of our clients need 
help finding access to affordable childcare. 
Others want to develop the personal and 
professional skills they need for meaningful 
employment. Still others seek assistance to 
help break the chains of addiction. 

We offer help to clients to take steps toward 
stability through more than one service. 

Because we can address multiple needs 
under one roof, with consistent messaging 
across staff and programs, we are able 
to make an even greater impact. We are 
uniquely positioned to address the whole 
person, helping people remove barriers 
that keep them from living the life God  
has intended for them. 

None of these results would be possible 
without you! As you give a year-end  
gift to LSSI, you are offering the grace 
and hope that our clients need.  
Give today and make lasting change 
possible. We are grateful for your 
investment in LSSI!

LSSI Brings Grace and Hope to Hurting People
A letter from Angie Moellering, President and CEO

Staff Longevity  
Stands Out at LSSI
In a world where the typical employee stays 
with a company less than four years, LSSI  
is grateful to experience staff longevity.  
In fact, our current staff boasts more than 
300 collective years of service with LSSI! 

Loyalty at LSSI begins at the executive level 
and extends to our staff. Angie Moellering, 
our President and Chief Executive Officer, 
has worked at LSSI for 27 years, and Jen 
Fraizer, Chief Operating Officer, has been 
with us for 28 years. Several leadership  
staff have 15 or more years with LSSI. 

We recently celebrated two important 
retirements at Children’s Village. Melody 
'Miss King' King, longtime Children’s Village 
Lead Teacher, retired after 30 years with the 
program. Hired at a time when the program 
served children in church basements,  
Miss King has seen multiple changes in  
the program and has remained steadfast  
in her commitment to LSSI, our mission, and 
the children and families we serve.

In 2022, Kathy Lehman  
also announced her 
retirement from her 
position as Children’s 
Village Director, to  
spend more time as 
“Grandma” with her  
family. Yet even in her retirement, Lehman 
is demonstrating her loyalty to LSSI. We 
are thrilled that she has stayed on with the 
program in a part-time capacity, serving  
as an Early Childhood Education Coach  
for our classroom teachers. 

Words cannot begin to express our gratitude 
for the devotion of Miss King, Kathy and the 
rest of our team to LSSI. We are convinced that 
our programs are stronger because of staff’s 
longstanding commitment to our mission.

In a difficult job market, LSSI has not been 
immune to the widespread community 
struggles to hire and retain quality direct 
service staff. Leadership has addressed this  

struggle through a commitment to create 
an environment focused on our mission 
to serve while supporting and equipping 
staff. We recognize that when staff are 
wholeheartedly devoted to the mission 
of sharing Jesus’ love, this commitment 
influences our organizational culture and 
leads to excellence. 

It is with heartfelt sincerity that we say thank 
you to all our staff, seasoned and brand 
new. We celebrate their commitment to the 
ministry of LSSI and their diligent work to 
support families. 

Angie Moellering, Melody King, Kathy Lehman
and Jen Fraizer at Children’s Village 

Graduation, Summer 2022.
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impact of ECHO. These services provide that foundation, guidance 
and one-on-one case management. ECHO is needed. Without the 
services, many of our teens feel that their goals are unobtainable 
and there is no way they are going to graduate. We know that we 
can help them achieve what is possible.” 

These achievements aren’t just creating financial stability, but  
also positively impacting the long-term health and well-being  
of baby as well. 

For example, in 2022, 100% of babies born to parents in the  
ECHO program were at or above the national average birth  
rate, which decreases the likelihood of health problems later  
in life. When parents graduate from high school, they also  
greatly diminish the likelihood that their baby girls will  
become teen moms themselves, and that their baby boys  
might become incarcerated. Currently, 98% of our ECHO teens 
remain in school.

Martin adds, “This year we are celebrating the 25th anniversary 
of ECHO. When I reflect on this service, I think of so many clients 
we have walked alongside. LSSI has been able to serve so 
many young men and women and take them from a place of 
powerlessness and despair to a place of hope and achievement  
of goals. “ 

Nina knows her story is not 
common and is proud of her 
accomplishments, but also 
acknowledges the aid that ECHO 
staff provided to get her on the 
path. “She understands the hard 
work it took to get her where 
she is,” said Beech. “She doesn’t 
discount that effort, but she also 
acknowledges that ECHO gave  
her the support she needed.”  
Beech continues, “I’m very proud of the way she handles herself.  
I can guarantee that Wyatt has never questioned his mother’s  
love for him.” 

Nina agrees. “If I could go back and speak to my past self,” she said, 
“I would tell her not to be afraid. I was terrified that I would ruin 
my baby’s life. If I had quit school, I don’t think I would be as far  
as I am right now.”

By all accounts, Nina is living a success story. 
“Everything has worked out so much better 
than I ever could have imagined,” she said. “I am 
doing so much better—physically, emotionally, 
mentally—than I ever could have dreamed.”

Thank you to everyone who supported LSSI at this 
year’s Party at the Park! It was the largest attended 
fall event ever! We also achieved fundraising 
milestones, raising over $50,000 to support the 
important ministry of LSSI! A special thank you to our 
sponsors. With their help, every dollar we raised at 
Party at the Park is directly supporting LSSI services! 
To each attendee, donor and sponsor, thank you! 
Save the date – We are looking forward to the 6th 
Annual Party at the Park on October 5, 2023. 
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Please Remember LSSI in your Year-End Giving!
Our ministry needs 

your help!
 

Please be sure to check your 
mailbox for our end-of-the-year 

giving appeal. If you haven’t  
made your contribution yet,  

there’s still time. You can either 
complete the giving envelope  

you received or donate online at 
https://lssin.org/give/ 

EVERY DOLLAR MAKES  
A DIFFERENCE. THANK YOU  

FOR YOUR SUPPORT!


