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Economic Uncertainty in Challenging Times

This year we’ve had an incredible 
opportunity to come alongside those 
facing the biggest challenges in our 
community and provide vital services 
to help them achieve financial stability. 
This theme of walking “alongside” the 
most vulnerable helps us focus on the 
important work of supporting economic 
and family stability.

Despite uncertainty in the job market 
and the effects of business shutdowns, 
we’ve seen remarkable resilience among 
the individuals and families who’ve 
participated in LSSI programs. They have 
willingly embraced new skills and are 
making positive life choices. 

To help families regain economic 
stability, we’ve worked financial training 
into all of our programs, from Cup 
of Kindness to LSSI Works. Teaching 
money-management skills has become 
a key part of what we do at Lutheran 
Social Services and is essential for long-
term results. Michael Kellemeyer, LSSI 
Financial Stability Case Manager, has 
witnessed firsthand how this strategic 
approach is impacting lives in our 
community. “Families and our neighbors 
in need are able to avoid disconnection 

and eviction, and they’re able to work on 
transforming their futures.”

Kellemeyer says those who entered 
LSSI programs before the pandemic 
were better prepared to weather the 
storm, because they had learned critical 
life skills and knew how to manage 
resources and save for emergencies.

Even so, we had nearly three times as 
many people seek our services during 
the pandemic — many who have never 
needed our help before. This year, we 
experienced a 276% increase in requests 
for our services, specifically with basic 
needs such as rent, utility assistance, 
and food.  With your help, we are 
meeting those needs, equipping and 
empowering families toward a more 
secure financial future. 

Your support has made an enormous 
difference in the lives of many people 
in our community — individuals like 
Davinia Dunn, an LSSI Works participant. 
Davinia completed our personal 
coaching and professional training,  
and the experience changed her life. 

“If it wasn’t for LSSI, “If it wasn’t for LSSI, 

I wouldn’t have gone back to I wouldn’t have gone back to 

school or gotten this great school or gotten this great 

job at Lutheran Life Villages."job at Lutheran Life Villages."

Continued on page 3



You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. 
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

Angie’s Letter A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO

Over the past 
few months, I 
have been able 
to chat with 
several individual 
donors. During 
our conversations 
about the 
organization and 
their giving, the 

overwhelming theme has been the 
same: people support because they can 
trust LSSI will do what we say we are 
going to do.

It is no secret this year has been difficult 
on so many of us, (including our 
organization.) Yet YOUR trust in LSSI has 
not wavered, nor has your support in 
helping us reach our community. For 
that, we are incredibly thankful.

Due to your generous contributions, 
we have been able to:

>  meet much of the increased need 
of those we are serving, which has 
risen 276% from previous years. 

>  impact families meaningfully and 
consistently, helping them reach 
stability even in the midst of current 
pandemic challenges. 

>  support individuals and help them 
maintain or return to recovery, even 
through stressful circumstances.  

We expect these needs will continue 
and likely increase in 2021. We know 
that many in the communities we  
serve will continue to experience the 
impact of the pandemic and economic 
shut-down. 

If you have given to us this year, thank 
you! Your dollars have been put to 
good use to help families stay on a path 
to economic and family stability. 

If your budget allows, please consider 
a year-end gift or perhaps another 
gift early in 2021. It is easy to set up 
recurring gifts on our giving page at 
lssin.org/give. If you haven’t given yet 
this year, please consider a gift now. 

Despite the chaos and stress of 2020, 
we have so much to be thankful for 
— the support of the community, the 
continued skill development of families 
in our services, and the hope Christ 
provides us at Christmas and each  
and every day!

Wishing all of you a joyous and healthy 
Christmas season and New Year!

Setting up the Next Generation 
for Economic Success
Studies show that teens who are 
pregnant or parenting have a 
graduation rate of 40%. Without a high 
school diploma, they are more likely to 
end up in poverty and get in trouble 
with the law.

Pregnant and parenting teens face 
many challenging obstacles to 
graduation, including childcare issues, 
finding time to study, and completing 
their coursework for graduation. The 
ECHO program helps teens overcome 
those obstacles through one-on-one 
case management services that  
assist them in completing their high 
school education.

ECHO provides a solid foundation of 
support to help teens reach graduation, 

and data shows that it works. Those 
who participate in the ECHO program 
average a 90% graduation rate over 
the last 20 years. We increased our 
average last May when 100% of our 
attendees graduated, even in the 
midst of a pandemic.

Angie Phillips, LSSI’s ECHO Program 
Manager says, “The ECHO program 
provides a foundation for pregnant 
and parenting teens to learn how 

to balance the challenges of being 
young parents. Our case managers do 
an amazing job of providing support, 
education, and resources, as well as 
modeling life skills to help our young 
parents achieve their goals, graduate 
high school and become successful 
young adults.”

Successful high school, completion also 
impacts families long-term, making it 
less likely for them to need financial 
assistance years later and lowering the 
chances that their children will repeat 
the cycle.

With your help, we’re impacting the 
next generation for success and rooting 
out the causes of teen poverty for 
generations to come. 



LSSI Board LSSI Board of Directorsof Directors

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of Perspective, 
please contact Gillian Frazier at gfrazier@lssin.org or (260) 426-3347.

You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. 
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

Thank you for coming Alongside!

With your support and answered prayers, we were able to reach 
our $30,000 goal! These funds will be put to use immediately to 
serve families on the path to economic and family stability.

Our campaign would not have been successful without the 
support of several matching gift sponsors. These gifts were 
given to challenge the support of others! Thank you to: Burt, 
Blee, Dixon, Sutton & Bloom, LLP, Doc Dancer, Sweetwater 
Sound, Greater Fort Wayne, LSSI Board of Directors, Aunt Millie’s 
Bakery, Cal and Janet Hoffman, Dan and Beth Nieter, Daniel 

and Elizabeth Auger, Jackie Heckler, Annette Diemer, Art and 
Deb Schroeder, Neil Anderson, Sara Rood, Fred and Janice 
Schlemmer, Bloomenberg Fund, and the Don & Virginia Wolf 
Charitable Foundation.

We are so grateful for the support of our sponsors, matching  
gift donors and those who responded to the match. Your  
support will allow us to continue to meet the needs of families 
that come to us, and stay with them on the path to economic 
and family stability!

Thanks to your partnership with LSSI, 
people like Davinia are securing more 
stable futures in uncertain times. Your 
support has enabled LSSI to walk 
“alongside” the most vulnerable in  
our community by:

> doubling the number of sustainable 
jobs secured through LSSI Works,

> removing obstacles so that 100% of 
our teen parents graduated through 
our ECHO program,

>  providing immediate financial 
assistance and teaching money-
management skills through 
Cup of Kindness,

>  bringing healing and restoration for 
those facing drug addiction through 
Recovery Care,

>  adapting programs for online 
delivery so that the most vulnerable 
could still access services.

LSSI has become a pillar of financial 
stability for families in crisis, providing 
solid support in challenging times.  
We’re committed to helping families 
in need achieve a stable and secure 
economic future. 

Will you join us by coming alongside 
those families who need our support? 
Consider a year-end gift to Lutheran 
Social Services to help local families 
regain long-term economic stability. 

Thank you!  We asked and you answered!  In October, we challenged 
our LSSI supporters to help us raise $30,000 to meet the increased 
needs of the families in our community through our Alongside 
campaign. This was in place of our fall Party at the Market event.

Thank you sponsors
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333 East Lewis Street 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802 
Phone: (260) 426-3347  
Fax: (260) 424-2248

Our

MISSION 
Lutheran Social Services of Indiana 

expresses the love of Jesus Christ 

for all people through services that 

empower individuals and families 

to move toward social, emotional, 

and spiritual wholeness.

—  Now enrolling for  —   
2021 LSSI WORKS CLASSES! 

LSSI Works, a workforce initiative by LSSI is now enrolling now for 
upcoming classes. Focused on developing the personal and professional 

skills needed to obtain and retain employment. During an economic 
slowdown, this is a great way to jumpstart a new career! 

Classes begin January 11th, February 8th and March 8th.  

To enroll, call us (260)426-3347 or email lssiworks@lssin.org


