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Let’s keep in touch — Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up at www.lssin.org for our mailing list and you’ll have 
access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI. Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

LSSI Works:

Pictured (clockwise from top right): Everett Coleman, Katie Greener, and Troy Turner found success with LSSI Works.

LSSI Works (Lasting Stability and Success 
for Individuals) is changing lives by 
assisting those who are unemployed or 
underemployed find a lasting career. As 
a workforce initiative by Lutheran Social 
Services of Indiana, LSSI Works is committed 
to providing students with critical job skills 
to help them find sustainable employment. 
The program works to break down personal 
and professional barriers to create a more 

promising future for people like Katie,   
who came to LSSI discouraged with her  
job prospects.

“Before I came to LSSI, I was in a rut.I was 
really depressed,” she said. “LSSI is the one 
program that helped me find myself.”  

Katie now works for Sweetwater, packing 
instruments that will be shipped worldwide.

Katie gained the skills she needed to 
land the job at Sweetwater and credits 
this positive change in her life to LSSI. “If 
I hadn’t tried it out, I wouldn’t be here [at 
Sweetwater] and I wouldn’t be happy. I’m 
glad I did. I’m grateful for the program.”

Troy, another graduate of LSSI Works, 
also found success, gaining meaningful 
employment at Brightpoint, helping 



You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. 
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

As we wrap up another year, we 
are immensely grateful for the 
donors, volunteers, and supporters 
who have helped us assist families 
in the community. You are an 
essential part of this process. Your 
support helps us to fill the gaps 
and enables more families to 
experience stability and success.

Much has been accomplished in 
2019 and we have seen significant 
achievements in the lives of 
those we serve. We praise God for 
these opportunities to serve the 
community and the ways   
He provides lasting change   
for all of us.

Your gifts allow us to share the 
love of Jesus and your continued 
support means we can reach  
more people. 

Here are just a few of the ways 
you’ve helped us this year:

>  Through our new recovery  
 program, we can help those  
 combating Substance Use   
 Disorder and their families.   
 This new program provides  
 wrap-around services to help  
 individuals and families  
 begin to heal.

>  Through your support of   
 the ECHO program, we’ve   
 helped teens reach their goal  
 of graduating from high   
 school. This year, nearly 90% 
 of eligible ECHO students   
 graduated or received their  
 HSE. The national average  
 graduation rate of pregnant/ 
 parenting teens is only 40%.

>  Through your gifts on Giving 
 Tuesday, we will be able   
 to provide books for   
 preschoolers at Children's   
 Village to take home,   
 creating powerful family   
 learning moments.

None of this is possible without 
your partnership and support  
of our mission. Your dollars have 
made a tremendous impact this 
year and have provided assistance 
for families! We are seeing a deep 
impact which is only possible with 
your consistent support and 
ongoing commitment.

Your Support Makes 
Our Mission Possible. Thank You!
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO

Join us!  The LSSI Annual Celebration is scheduled for March 5, 
2020 at Ceruti’s. If you want to ensure you receive an invitation, 
please email annualcelebration@lssin.org

Partnerships at fellow social service organizations are 
changing the way in which clients receive holistic support.
Thank you to the following social service organizations that have helped move more individuals to economic stability through referrals 
to the LSSI Works program. These organizations are essential to holistically address personal and professional barriers. With their 
partnership we are changing the economic landscape in our community!



Impact in Action... continued from cover

Seeking More LSSI Works Students in 2020!
Did you know that churches, individuals, and other organizations 
can refer someone to the LSSI Works program?  

One graduate, Troy, was referred to LSSI Works through the help 
of his pastor, Brian Spahr from Come2Go Ministries. As a result,  
Troy now has stable employment and skills that will serve him  
for a lifetime. 

Troy learned skills that sharpened his resume and prepared  
him for his role at Brightpoint. “LSSI taught me how to write  
an articulate resume and cover letter and be prepared for   
any question that could be asked. They helped me find  
sustainable employment.”

LSSI’s impact on Troy’s life was evident to those around him, 
including his pastor who referred him to the program.
“People around me were starting to notice the difference right 
away, and eventually I started to notice the difference in myself,” 
Troy said. “I can’t say enough good things about LSSI.”

Churches, individuals and organizations can refer people who 
need career guidance and assistance finding the right job. To find 
out more about LSSI Works, contact us at lssin.org.

Thanks to everyone who attended the 2019 Party at the 
Market – our most successful yet! Miss the fun? Save the 
date for the 2020 Party at the Market, October 1. 

Thank you for attending 
the Party at the Market

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of Perspective, 
please contact Gillian Frazier at gfrazier@lssin.org or (260) 426-3347.

You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. 
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

homeowners to prepare their homes 
for winter so they can save money on 
energy costs. Prior to LSSI Works, Troy 
had experience in retail, but knew he was 
destined for something different, but he 
was unsure of how to get there.

“Before I discovered LSSI I didn’t have 
sustainable employment. Deep down, I 
knew I wasn’t living up to my potential.”

Troy credits the LSSI Works program with 
his success and says it’s not only given him 
stable employment, but also has been 
instrumental in helping him make other 
positive changes in his life.

Everett is another successful student from 
our LSSI Works program who was

referred from the Fort Wayne Rescue 
Mission. Before starting the program, 
Everett battled a drug addiction, which 
caused him to struggle with maintaining 
employment. After entering recovery, 
Everett was able to complete the LSSI Works 
program and start over with his life.

“LSSI really helped me see there are 
necessary skills to maintain a job. At LSSI 
you get some of those soft skills that carry 
over into your life.  They help you be a 
better person.”

Everett now works for Shambaugh 
& Son as a pipe cutter. He has stable 
employment but even more importantly, 
has experienced personal change   
in his life.

Through the foundations program,  
students get an intense personal and 
professional development course to 
prepare them with skills for their future 
success.  Then after completing the core 
program, LSSI Works helps students 
determine their career path and provides 
them with individualized skill profiles and 
ongoing support once they are employed.

“People say I’m a new person,” Everett 
said. “The old me is gone, the new me has 
arrived, and the new me is here to stay.   
I just thank God for that.”

>  Communication
>  Conflict Management
>  Professionalism 

>  Team-building
>  Time Management

At LSSI Works, students gain experience with five core 
competencies to sharpen their skills for the workplace. 
Before they become eligible for employment, students 
will demonstrate proficiency-based skill development in:

Practical Knowledge



    

333 East Lewis Street 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802 
Phone: (260) 426-3347  
Fax: (260) 424-2248

Mission 
Lutheran Social Services of 

Indiana expresses the love 

of Jesus Christ for all people 

through services that empower 

individuals and families to move 

toward social, emotional, and 

spiritual wholeness.

Thank you to our 2019 Party at the Market Sponsors!


