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Let’s keep in touch — Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up at www.lssin.org for our mailing list and you’ll have 
access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI. Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

Thrivent Financial provides an incredible 
opportunity to support LSSI by providing 
funds for service projects through Thrivent 
Action Teams. LSSI Volunteer, Paul Twedt, 
also a member of Risen Savior Lutheran 
Church, is an enthusiastic advocate for the 
Thrivent program, which provides seed 
money to support community needs for 
organizations like LSSI. 

Thrivent’s program is simple to use and 
provides a boost for valuable services like 
ECHO, Children’s Village, and LSSI Works. 
These programs provide direct 
opportunities for LSSI to interact with 

families who need to experience Jesus’ love 
in tangible ways.

With the help of Paul, Risen Savior Lutheran 
has done over a dozen Thrivent Action 
Teams, supporting LSSI’s mission to help 
those most in need. 

Last Christmas, their church used the seed 
money from a Thrivent Action Team to 
purchase loaves of Justice Bread, then 
handed them out to the community with 
information about their Christmas Eve 
service. One family delivered loaves to the 
local fire station and thanked the firefighters 

for their service, while another volunteer 
stopped at Dollar General and gave them to 
customers. The response was extremely 
positive for both those who received the 
loaves and the volunteers who participated 
in the project. These funds are available to 
anyone who is a Thrivent member and can 
boost a service project by providing 
additional funds for a team. 

“Risen Savior has always tried to keep our 
focus on mission and outreach,” Paul 
explains. “Each month we have an extra 
offering where people throw in their loose 
change. We tie these funds into our project 

Thrivent gives churches an easy way to support LSSI



Thrivent Action Teams empower you to live generously and impact causes  
you’re passionate about. It’s easy to apply for a Thrivent Action Team and use   
it to support one of LSSI’s programs. If you are a member of Thrivent Financial,  
you can lead up to two Action Teams per year with your group of volunteers.

First, choose one of LSSI’s programs that you want to support. After choosing  
a program, apply for a Thrivent Action Team on their website at thrivent.com. 
Allow yourself a 14-day lead time before your project begins and then be sure  
to finish the project in 120 days. You will receive an email when your project is 
approved within three business days. Once approved, you will be given 
promotional materials and $250 in seed money to purchase items for your 
project, as well as up to 25 t-shirts with the “Live Generously” logo. 

We’re thankful for your participation in this program as it helps us reach more 
families who need to experience the love of Jesus.

If you have any questions about Thrivent Action Teams, call (800) 847-4836.

Are you or your congregation interested in 
assisting LSSI through a Thrivent Action Team? 
There are so many ways to help! Examples of past 
action teams include:

ECHO: Collect new socks/hats/mittens for both 
the little ones and their parents.

LSSI Works: Gas cards for transportation.

Children’s Village: Gather new sweatpants/ 
underwear for spills and accidents.

Christmas Program: Sponsor an LSSI  
Christmas family.

Gear-Up for Safety: Donation drive of 
Pack ’n Plays, car seats, electrical outlet covers, 
baby locks, baby gates, carbon monoxide 
and smoke detectors. 

Network for Safe Families: Fill Easter baskets or 
Christmas stockings for little ones.

Balance Works: Hold a new board game/book 
drive to assist families with bonding.

For more information or questions about how to 
get a Thrivent Action Team project going for LSSI, 
please contact Gillian at (260) 426-3347.

How to Use Thrivent 
Action Team Dollars 
to Make a Difference

You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. 
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

Church partnerships are essential to the 
work of LSSI. We started as an outgrowth  
of the ministry of churches and are proud  
of our Lutheran identity. As other social 
service agencies move away from their 
church ties, we’re holding strong to our 
faith-based roots in the Lutheran Church.  
It’s part of our DNA. Throughout our   
history, we’ve helped the church   

minister to people who are unchurched. 

For many, the idea of attending church or knowing Jesus loves 
them is foreign. We take the love of Jesus into the community 
and into people’s homes as we assist those most in need. We help 
families with basic needs, and yet we go well beyond those needs 
to have important conversations to set goals and teach skills that 

help families thrive. For example, when we help with someone’s 
rent, we might have a conversation about financial stability or 
saving money. A pack of donated diapers could turn into a pivotal 
conversation about parenting.

Church support is also vital to the work we do. This includes not 
only financial partnerships, but also partnerships on projects like 
Thrivent Action Teams and diaper drives for ECHO, for example. 
When you create a Thrivent Action Team, those dollars go directly 
to services that help families with social, emotional, and spiritual 
needs. Working together, you can help us expand our reach and 
make our ministry more dynamic.

Our communities are a mission field to reach those who have 
never stepped through the doors of a church. We believe our 
partnerships with the church make us stronger. Our services 
provide opportunities to interact with these families who need to 
see the love of Jesus. We want to partner with you and invite those 
conversations on how we can work together to grow the church’s 
reach throughout our neighborhoods.

We hope that you’ll remember Lutheran Social  Services as you 
utilize your Thrivent Action Team dollars in your churches and 
Sunday School classes. We thank you for your partnership and 
the support you’ve given to LSSI over the years. Together we can 
impact more people for Jesus.

Reaching More 
People through 
Church Partnerships 
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO



Doubling Your Impact... continued from cover

Tickets are now available for the 
fourth annual fall downtown 
celebration, the LSSI Works Party at 
the Market. This year, the event will  
be held on October 3rd, rain or  
shine at the Barr Street Market  
(302 E. Berry Street).

The night is a celebration of the local 
downtown culture, as well as the 
positive impact LSSI (Lasting Stability 
and Success for Individuals) Works is 
making in our community.

Live music will be provided by The 
Legendary Trainhoppers along with 
food and drinks by The Hoppy Gnome. 
The event will feature a silent auction 

with items that celebrate northeast 
Indiana culture and business. All 
proceeds will support the LSSI Works 
program, which helps those that 
are unemployed or underemployed 
obtain and retain lasting careers.

Join us for a beautiful fall evening  
of fun with a purpose. Tickets for  
this popular event go fast! Purchase  
online (www.lssin.org/tickets) 
or in person at the LSSI office, 
333 E. Lewis Street.

For more information about 
sponsoring the LSSI Works Party  
at the Market, please contact   
Rachel at (260) 426-3347.

Party at the Market

October 3  |  5:30 - 7:30pm 
Barr Street Market  |  302 E. Berry

lssin.org/tickets

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of Perspective, 
please contact Rachel Hardesty at rhardesty@lssin.org or (260) 426-3347.

and utilize Thrivent Action Team seed money. Anytime you have 
matching funds, you get people more apt to dig a little deeper.  
It’s a good incentive.”

Kristi Stanley, LSSI’s intake director and grants manager, says Thrivent 
Action Teams are a good way for churches and groups to use their 
time and talents. “Everyone can participate, whether that’s donating 
money or volunteering,” Kristi says. “It gives everyone an opportunity 
to contribute.” 

Paul says his church’s success with Thrivent Action Teams is due  
in part to simple project ideas that were easy to participate in. For 
example, churches can utilize Thrivent Action Team dollars to donate 
car seats for the Gear-Up for Safety program or to buy belts and dress 
socks for LSSI Works participants, who often lack basic accessories  
for interviews.

Thrivent Action Teams are an easy way to support the mission of LSSI. 
Church congregations provide vital support to help us equip more 
families with the skills they need to make positive choices. Programs 
like ECHO, LSSI Works, and Gear-Up for Safety provide essential 
services for individuals to make lasting changes in their lives. The 

process to apply for a Thrivent Action Team is easy and makes a 
tremendous difference in the lives of those LSSI ministers to. 

You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. 
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

This year, Thrivent will match up to $10,000 of your 
donation to LSSI on Giving Tuesday! December 3, 2019

Visit lssin.org/givingtuesday for more information.

Pictured (from left to right): Paul Twedt, Kristi Stanley, and Angie Moellering  
at a church Diaper Drive. For the volunteers who promote Thrivent 
Action Teams, they’re not only supporting LSSI’s mission, but are 
seeing the impact these projects have on others. “These projects 
help LSSI, but it also helps us by giving our resources away,” Paul 
adds.” It does as much for the giver as the receiver."



333 East Lewis Street 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802 

Phone: (260) 426-3347  

Fax: (260) 424-2248

Mission 
Lutheran Social Services of 

Indiana expresses the love 

of Jesus Christ for all people 

through services that empower 

individuals and families to move 

toward social, emotional, and 

spiritual wholeness.

Thank you to our 2019 Party at the Market Sponsors!


