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Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up for our mailing list and you’ll have access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI. 
Sign up at www.lssin.org. 

Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

Let’s keep in touch

At Lutheran Social Services of Indiana (LSSI), 
two essential components make our impact 
 in Northern Indiana most effective. First, LSSI  
is responsive to the needs of our neighbors as  
we assist them toward economic and family 
stability. Seeking for ways to serve those in 
need holistically is part of LSSI’s DNA. Second, 
as we serve, we develop partnerships to 
increase our effectiveness and deepen   
our impact.  

So, when St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
joined forces with LSSI and other Lutheran 
partners to bring home repairs to our 
neighbors in the East Central Neighborhood, 
the project was a great fit for LSSI and its 
mission. This project was funded chiefly 
through The Lutheran Foundation’s 501+ 
Reformation Grant, an initiative that 
encouraged congregations to connect with 
their surrounding neighbors in new and  
lasting ways.

The partnership included Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund’s Laborers For Christ ministry,  
a group of retired Lutherans traveling the 
country and leading construction projects,  
and the LCMS National Housing Support 
Corporation (NHSC). Saint Paul’s volunteers 
worked side-by-side with the Laborers For 
Christ team to tackle such projects as tearing 
down a dilapidated garage, repairing a  
sagging front porch, and converting a small 
bathroom into a larger, wheelchair-accessible 
bathing facility. 

According to Angie Moellering, LSSI President 
and CEO, “This is a neighborhood where 
families have lived for years. Many 
homeowners are now seniors who are living on 
a fixed income, and they can’t afford to make 
essential home repairs. Thanks to this joint 
effort, these families have necessary 
renovations and repairs completed that would 
have otherwise cost thousands of dollars or 
would have caused an ongoing neighborhood 
code violation,” says Angie. “Now, they can 
enjoy a safer, more functional home. For many, 
these repairs are truly life changing.”

Doug Schwartz, LSSI board member and 
member of St. Paul’s, took the lead in 
implementing the grant. “The project came out 
of a congregational strategic plan that 
emphasized being more intentional about 

reaching our neighbors,” Doug says. “Through 
our involvement in this project, we were able 
to gain a new and deeper understanding of 
these families’ needs.” 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church initiated this 
partnership when the congregation made the 
decision to reach outside its doors and offer 
tangible assistance to its neighbors. “St. Paul’s is 
a corporate citizen in this community,” says Rev. 
Peter Cage, Senior Pastor at St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. “We’ve been a 
part of this neighborhood for over 180 years. 
We wanted to fill the role we rightly play as a 
corporate neighbor, empowered by the good 
we have received by the Lord Christ.”

Because LSSI focuses its impact on moving 
families toward economic and family stability, 

LSSI Joins with Lutheran Partners
to Impact Homes in Fort Wayne’s 

East Central Neighborhood
“God does not need your good works, but your neighbor does… It is the duty 

of every Christian to be Christ to his neighbor.”  – Martin Luther



Thank you so much to the nearly 200 guests and new friends that spent a beautiful fall   
evening with us at the 3rd annual Party at the Market. Held at the Barr Street Market downtown, 
the event raised awareness and celebrated the positive community impact of LSSI Works, an 
employment initiative by Lutheran Social Services.  

Guests enjoyed music by the Farmland Jazz Band, upscale Latin fair from Proximo, and locally 
crafted beer by Hoppy Gnome. In addition to the fun atmosphere, guests participated in a  
silent auction full of wonderful products and experiences from Northeast Indiana vendors.

We would like to specifically thank our Party at the Market Sponsors. Without these local 
businesses, our impact would not be as great! n

Party at the Market Thank you

BKD CPAs and Advisors

Greater Fort Wayne, Inc.

Northeast Indiana   
Building Trades

True North   
Strategic Advisors

Brightpoint

Weigand  Construction

1st Source Bank

USI Insurance

The Fort Wayne   
Rescue Mission

If you missed the event, mark your calendars!  The 4th annual Party at the 
Market will be held on October 3, 2019.  

At left, LSSI Works students showing their appreciation for your generous support!

You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. 
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

Lutheran Social Services of Indiana celebrates partnerships 
with all kinds of social service organizations and public 
assistance agencies. These collaborative relationships help us 
achieve our mission and expand our reach, and I am grateful  
for each and every partner along the way.

Our relationships with area churches are important to the 
work we do. These partnerships are so much more than one 
institution working with another institution. Instead, our 
relationships with area churches allow our staff to connect 
with smaller groups within the congregation: women’s 
groups, mission groups, or men’s ministries. Our staff and 
church members have come together to live out their 
Christian faith in the community—person to person.

Sometimes, our partnerships with congregations create 
unique opportunities for church members to come alongside 

LSSI and provide volunteers and resources for our programs. 
Other times, LSSI provides necessary contacts and resources 
for churches, especially when they encounter a person in 
need. I always tell our church contacts, “If you don’t know 
whether or not to call us, please call. ” We can guide and  
direct churches regarding social services, while churches are 
feeding people spiritually. We complement each other. 

Many of the people we serve at LSSI are disconnected from 
the church. When we work with congregations to reach  
out and help people with a material need, together, we 
demonstrate mercy and so fulfill the love of Jesus in real  
and tangible ways. Thank you for all the ways you support  
us and welcome us as fellow servants of Jesus. We look 
forward to working with many of you in the coming year! n

Thank You 
Church Partners!
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO
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Over the years, Lutheran Social Services of 
Indiana has partnered with several area 
congregations to meet community needs. 
One of the most recognized opportunities for 
churches to partner with LSSI comes at 
Christmastime, where church members 
provide food, gifts, and necessary household 
items to families in need through LSSI’s 
annual Christmas program. 

Other times, congregations have chosen to 
put together Thrivent Action Teams, raising 
funds for specific programs, such as our Gear 
Up for Safety program. That is just what Risen 
Savior Lutheran Church has done, providing 
car seats for area infants and toddlers. 
Messiah Lutheran also developed a Thrivent 
Action Team, meeting needs through our 
Justice Bread program. 

Congregations have even put together book 
drives, diaper drives, and baby safety fairs. 
LSSI receives each of these contributions with 

gratitude. “When congregations partner with 
us through these special projects,” says Kristi 
Stanley, Intake Director and Grants Manager, 
“it allows us to reach more families and  serve 
more people in the community.” 

Kristi’s experience working with area 
congregations has taught her that while 
many church members truly want to help 
people, they sometimes don’t know where  
to start. That is where LSSI comes in. “People 
like the fact that we have relationships with 
the families. We know how hard our clients 
are working and what goals they are 
accomplishing. Church members can partner 
with us confidently,” she says, “knowing that 
people are truly receiving the help they need.”

That confidence works both ways. “If we have 
a need,” says Kristi, “we know that we can  
alert congregations, and they always come 
through. They’re more than gracious in  
 their support.” n

Partnerships Based 
on Mutual Trust
How LSSI works with churches to extend mercy in our community

Want to help LSSI achieve its mission?   
Here are a few ideas:

Children’s Village – Sweatpants/
Underwear Drive

ECHO/Network for    
Safe Families – Diaper Drive

LSSI Works – Professional   
Accessory Drive

If you or your congregation would like to 
take part in a special project/collection, 
we’d love to hear from you! We work with 
Sunday School classes, men’s and women’s 
ministries, youth groups, and Christmas 
collection committees, just to name a few! 

Additional information on our website at 
www.lssin.org/community/help-others/

Please contact Rachel Hardesty  
at 260-426-3347 (326) or rhardesty@
lssin.org if you have questions.

Ways Congregations 
Can Partner with LSSI

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of Perspective, 
please contact Rachel Hardesty at rhardesty@lssin.org or (260) 426-3347.

the organization was eager to partner with 
Saint Paul’s and the project team to offer areas 
of expertise. According to Nicole Ridley NHSC’s 
Chief Executive , “One of our roles is to fill the 
expertise gap, such as helping congregations 
identify partners for community development 
projects such as this. LSSI’s expertise through 
the intake process proved to be an invaluable 
part of the project,” she says.

LSSI staff interviewed potential project 
recipients to screen for project eligibility.  
To promote on-going support, LSSI staff also 
evaluated participants’ eligibility for additional 
community resources and connections to other 
LSSI services, including the Network for Safe 
Families and LSSI’s Balance Works. “Handling 
the intake process gave us an opportunity  
to assess additional needs,” says Kristi Stanley, 
LSSI’s Intake Director and Grants Manager. 
“Through this partnership, we were able  
to link participants with more services and 
provide families with an impact beyond 
housing repairs.”

This kind of partnership is exactly what The 
Lutheran Foundation was hoping for when it 
set up this special funding opportunity in 
celebration of the Reformation. “We recognize 
that a local congregation doesn’t always have 
the resources at hand to make connections 
with their neighbors,” says Rev. Dennis Goff, 
Director of Ministry Programs at The Lutheran 
Foundation. “Our goal was for congregations  
to partner with others in the neighborhood, 
with the ultimate purpose of moving beyond  
a one-time celebration of the Reformation and 
looking ahead to future ministry. In the process, 
The Lutheran Foundation wanted to support 
congregations in developing a stronger 

connection in the area where that church is 
called to serve.” 

“We always encourage congregations to apply 
for grants that would advance their mission 
and ministry,” says Rev. Goff. “St. Paul’s used this 
grant to ignite a new passion. We welcome 
applications from congregations to make 
similar connections.” 

This first year of the project was a great 
foundation for this partnership and laid the 
groundwork for ongoing impact.  To continue 
its efforts, St. Paul’s is applying for two new 
grants so next summer the project and 
partnership can build on the momentum 
gained and the relationships established in the 
East Central Neighborhood. “Because multiple 
organizations worked together,” says Angie, 
“the impact for this neighborhood was 
increased. Each group offered a specific area  
of expertise, but together we were able to send 
a powerful, tangible message of mercy and 
demonstrate Christ’s love.” n



 
 

    

333 East Lewis Street 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802 

Phone: (260) 426-3347  

Fax: (260) 424-2248

Mission 
Lutheran Social Services of 

Indiana expresses the love 

of Jesus Christ for all people 

through services that empower 

individuals and families to move 

toward social, emotional, and 

spiritual wholeness.

In order to create the greatest on-going impact, several Lutheran partners worked intentionally to meet   
community needs. 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Grant and project coordination, additional funds, resources, and volunteers.

The Lutheran Foundation – Key project funding.

LCMS National Housing Support Corporation
Expertise regarding neighborhood engagement and prioritizing renovation projects.

Laborers For Christ – Experienced volunteer construction and renovation experts.

LSSI – Intake and referral management, financial literacy curriculum, and connection to    
additional resources/services.

  

A Team Effort


