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PERSPECTIVE

Bright Hope for Tomorrow

How one ECHO graduate made the journey from recent refugee to college graduate—with LSSI’s help
Many times, our clients encourage and inspire us — just as much as we
support and strengthen them. Such is the case with Mukdah Shwe, our
recent ECHO (Education Creates Hope and Opportunity) graduate. Ever
positive, her courage and strength are the very reason we help young
mothers set and reach their educational goals. Sometimes, that journey
lasts a year or two. In other cases, we have the privilege to walk
alongside mothers for five years or more — even through college,
however long it takes for that transformation to be complete.
Consider Mukdah’s story. We featured Mukdah in our newsletter a few
years ago, showcasing the day she graduated from high school
alongside her husband— their young son in their arms. Mukdah’s high
school graduation was no small feat. Not only was she a new mother;
she had just entered the United States a few years earlier, not knowing a
single word of English. “When I moved here from a refugee camp in
Thailand,” says Mukdah, “I couldn’t speak English, or read or write it at all.
Not even ABC!”
She came to us young and worried, six months pregnant with her now
four-year-old son. “When I found out I was pregnant,” she says, “my first
thought was, ‘How am I going to do school? The only way to take care of
my child is to drop out of high school.’” Fortunately, Mukdah reached out
to her guidance counselor for help. Through that connection, Mukdah

enrolled in ECHO, where we helped her access the resources necessary
to achieve her goal.
Through ECHO, Mukdah was able to find support and encouragement
at every step, not just for her education, but for parenting and life as
well. “As a new parent, I didn’t know what to expect. Sometimes I
wondered if I could survive. I didn’t know anything about a newborn
baby. Thanks to ECHO, I learned how to nurture my son. This program
really supports parents. I did have a lot of stress from a lot of things
going on in daily life. But my case manager was always there, like a
family member. I could share anything in my life with her.”
That supportive mentoring, along with parenting classes and
community resources, helped Mukdah reach her first goal: graduating
from high school. “The day that I found out that I was able to graduate,”
says Mukdah, “I was so happy! The joy was overwhelming! I saw my
husband, wearing the same cap and gown. We were able to get our
diplomas together, which was really meaningful.”
But Mukdah’s story doesn’t end there. “Graduating from high school was
only the first step toward my career,” she says. Today, Mukdah is a
college graduate, thanks in part to the support she received through
LSSI and ECHO. “Going to school with a child is very difficult,” she says.
continued on page 3

Let’s keep in touch

Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up for our mailing list and you’ll have access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI.
Sign up at www.lssin.org.
Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

SAVE THE DATE

A Word of Thanks
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO
"I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of
you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel
from the first day until now." — Philippians 1:3 – 5

Next LSSI Works Class
Do you know someone struggling to
make ends meet? Someone in need of
a career, not just another survival job?
LSSI Works can help. We are currently
enrolling for our final 2017 class,
scheduled to begin November 6, 2017.
Students must meet with an admissions
specialist prior to the class start date.
To schedule an appointment or
for questions about the program,
contact Kristi at 260-426-3347.

We need your help!

Hygiene Kits
LSSI Works is in need of hygiene items
to provide students with the capability
to be interview ready at all times. Items
needed include:
• Travel size shampoo/conditioner/
bar soap
• Men’s and women’s razors
• Tide to Go stain sticks and
laundry detergent
• Men’s and women’s deodorant
• Gift cards to Walmart or Walgreens
so personal items can be purchased
For questions or a full list of needed
items, please contact Gillian at
260-426-3347. Items can be dropped
off at the LSSI office (333 E. Lewis
Street) or can be arranged for pick up
by an LSSI staff.

In this issue of Perspective,
you’ll read about two
remarkable young
women who have found
success through our ECHO (Education Creates
Hope and Opportunity) program. These
women are shining stars! Because our ECHO
graduates complete high school, greater
outcomes are possible. They are more likely
to pursue higher learning, just like Mukdah
did. She has earned an associate’s degree in
both medical assisting and phlebotomy.
ECHO clients also have a higher chance of
graduating from high school, as Elizabeth
did, with flying colors too! Studies show
their children are more likely to succeed in
school as well. With ECHO, we are impacting
more than one generation with real and
lasting change.
I am grateful for the stabilizing force we have
been for so many young women in our ECHO
program and for the clients in our other
programs. This reminds me of how blessed
LSSI really is. This is a solid organization today
because of the donors who have given so
generously and the former leaders who were
good stewards of the resources. LSSI is a solid
organization creating significant impact
because of a culture of fiscal responsibility
that holds true today.

I am also thankful for all of our faithful
supporters who contribute in good times and
in bad. As I consider all of these blessings, I am
reminded of these words in Habakkuk 3:17–19:

Though the fig tree does
not bud and there are no
grapes on the vines, though
the olive crop fails and the
fields produce no food,
though there are no sheep in
the pen and no cattle in the
stalls, yet I will rejoice in the
Lord, I will be joyful in God
my Savior. The Sovereign
Lord is my strength; he
makes my feet like the feet
of a deer, he enables me to
tread on the heights.
Thanks to the steadfastness of our loyal
supporters, we are able to carry on a legacy
begun so many years before —in times of
prosperity and in times of need. We can be
stable because of your giving. When I write
thank you letters to our supporters, I can’t
emphasize enough that your donations are
unencumbered. These are the dollars that
keep ECHO afloat. These are the dollars that
allow us to walk beside a client for years,
helping her reach goals that lead to lasting
change for herself and her children.
We could never offer this steadfast hope
without you. Every gift is so important! If you
have made contributions to LSSI this year,
thank you! If not, please consider making a
donation today. Your gift helps us make true
and lasting change possible —not just for
today, but for generations to come! n

You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org.
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!

Focus on the Future…
…That’s the message we repeated over and
over again to our ECHO client, Elizabeth, as
she worked to earn her high school diploma.
It’s a voice she desperately needed to hear.
These words helped her combat other voices
in her life, voices that said she would never
graduate or be successful.
Finding herself pregnant in eighth grade
certainly wasn’t part of the plan, but with the
help of ECHO case manager Angie Phillips at
LSSI, Elizabeth did more than just earn a
diploma. She participated in several afterschool activities in high school and even
graduated with honors! That’s quite an
accomplishment for any teenager, let alone
one juggling the demands of motherhood.
“Through ECHO,” says Angie, “we focus on
evidence-based parenting information,
financial stability, and how to prepare for the
future. They were topics Elizabeth really
needed to hear. ECHO gave her the support
she didn’t necessarily find at home.”

get back into ECHO, she’d let me know,”
says Angie.
Today, Elizabeth is married, and her daughter
is an active preschooler—and a big sister!
Elizabeth and her husband wanted more
children, but she waited until after graduation
to give birth to her second child. She has
joined ECHO again and plans to pursue
college next year. “I think Elizabeth really
values ECHO, even beyond the prenatal
support. It has been important to have
somebody in her life who constantly
encourages her and believes in her.”
Those positive conversations about Elizabeth’s
future have proved to be just what she
needed, and she is well on her way to reaching
her goals. Congratulations, Elizabeth! n

LSSI Christmas
Family Program

Elizabeth took those words to heart and
became so successful at juggling all of life’s
demands that she removed herself from the
program the summer before her junior year.
“She told me that if she ever wanted to

continued from cover

“Taking college classes is a whole new
learning process, and I knew I would need
the help and support ECHO provides.”
“By myself, I wouldn’t have made it,” Mukdah
continues. “At times, the stress was
overwhelming, and I didn’t know what was
going to happen next. It really meant a lot
to me, knowing that my case manager was
always there with me, encouraging me.
Knowing she believed in me helped me
believe in myself.”
Graduating from Ivy Tech with associate’s
degrees in medical assisting and phlebotomy
is just the beginning. Mukdah and her
husband recently bought a home together,
and she has enrolled her son in a quality
preschool program as well, proving that the
benefits of ECHO extend beyond just the
parents. “My son was always with me when I
did my homework,” she says. “I think it was a

good example for him. He knows that
mommy had to go to school to fulfill a
dream. I’m glad that he is growing up
healthy and smart.”
Mukdah also credits her faith in God for her
family’s success. “My parents and siblings
are still in Thailand. I’m here with my
grandmother and one of my half brothers.
They are really supportive. My husband’s
side really supports us, too. They have faith.
We don’t push another down because
of a mistake.”
Thanks to the multiple streams of
encouragement and faith from family, friends,
and LSSI, Mukdah and her family are on track
for a bright future. “I thank God that I was able
to stay with the person I love the most. We
make a perfect family. God has blessed us in
so many ways, and I’m so thankful for that.” n

LSSI is looking for families,
church groups, or businesses
to sponsor families for our
annual Christmas Family
Program. This is a great
opportunity to celebrate
and honor the true meaning
of Christmas with those we
support. Families eligible
for the program have
been working diligently
throughout the year on
their goals to move
toward economic and
family stability.
If you or your organization,
group, or congregation are
interested in sponsorship or
volunteering, please contact
Kristi Stanley, kstanley@
lssin.org, for more
information. n

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of Perspective,
please contact Rachel Hardesty at rhardesty@lssin.org or (260) 426-3347.

