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Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up for our mailing list and you’ll have access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI. 
Sign up at http://lssin.org/get-involved/join-our-mailing-list/. 

Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

Let’s keep in touch

Lutheran Social Services of Indiana is on a mission. Our primary goal  
is to express the love of Jesus Christ for all people through services  
that empower individuals and families to move toward social, 
emotional and spiritual wholeness. One great way we are fulfilling  
this mission is through our new LSSI Works program. Our participants 
are doing a great job of making positive life choices as evidenced by 
advancement toward economic and family stability. But you don’t have 
to take our word for it. Instead, we’d like you to hear a recent graduate’s 
success story.

Meet Melissa. Melissa is a mother to three busy boys. She initially came 
to Lutheran Social Services of Indiana through the adoption program, 
when she made the difficult decision to place a baby for adoption. 
Because of her empathetic and intuitive nature, one of our adoption 
specialists asked her to become a mentor for other women who were 

considering placing a child for adoption. Melissa did this job with pride.  

As she worked with her adoption specialist and counselors, it became 
clear that Melissa wanted the very best for all of her children, but she 
seemed to be repeating the same mistakes in her personal and 
professional life. Not one to shy away from working toward growth, 
Melissa was interested in the LSSI Works program. It turned out to  
be the perfect fit for Melissa to grow personally and professionally. 
“Personal development was what attracted me to the LSSI Works 
program,” she says. “The fact that I could develop myself professionally 
as well was just the icing on the cake.”

Throughout LSSI Works’ Foundations training, Melissa embraced  
the belief that professional development can be cultivated, but 
personal development is earned through  

The Best Is Yet to Come
LSSI Works graduate shares her hopes and dreams for a brighter future
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...and now!



You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. 
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

True and Lasting Change
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO

    

the hard, and oftentimes uncomfortable, 
process of digging deep to find what is 
getting in the way of success. Every morning, 
Melissa took the coursework very seriously. 
She readily shared her struggle and her hope 
with her fellow community members and 
emerged as a leader of the small community 
that has formed at LSSI Works.  

Melissa shares that “this has been a huge  
eye opener for me, the shove that I needed.  
The staff members’ unique approach gave me 
more tools to help me move forward. I didn’t 
see the things that were holding me back as 
excuses, but now I see they were. Everything  

I was telling myself was surface level. This 
[program] has taught me how to dig deeper. ”

Melissa now knows that her diligence in the 
program and perseverance to the very end 
has paid off. Her hopes for a career have been 
fully realized. On September 19, 2016, Melissa 
started her new career as a program support 
specialist for Lifeline Children and Family 
Services. “For the first time in a long time,  
I not only have people supporting me in my 
journey for lasting success, but I believe in 
myself. I am truly worthy of the best that life 
has to offer.” n
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“Thank you for giving  
me my daughter back!” 
These are the words I  
was so privileged to hear 
recently at our inaugural 
Wells Street Bridge event. 
During the festivities on 
October 6, the mother of 
Melissa, one of our LSSI 

Works graduates, thanked our staff for the 
transformation she had seen in her daughter.

I am very grateful for this mother’s comments, 
for this is the outcome that every social 
worker seeks to be a part of — a changed life.  
Comments like this one let us know that we 
have really made a difference — not just for 
one individual — but also for those who 
know and love that person as well. Here at 
Lutheran Social Services of Indiana, this is 
exactly the kind of lasting impact we hope  
to achieve with every one of our clients.

I am so excited about LSSI Works because  
it is much more than a workforce initiative.  
Of course, addressing barriers to meaningful, 
sustained employment and contributing to 
the economic development of Fort Wayne are 
goals of the program —goals our clients are 
successfully meeting!  

But LSSI Works is a program that touches  
both the heart and the mind, creating the 
kind of transformation that helps our clients 
reach completeness — or their “best selves.”  
In Melissa’s words, “It’s about being the best 
version of you so that you can be successful  
in the career that you choose.”

Increasingly, people are seeking out Lutheran 
Social Services of Indiana for this kind of 
change. We have an answer that extends 
beyond the work of social services. That 
answer is Jesus. At this organization, we’re 
very cognizant of grace and the work that it 
brings. We all need transformation, and true 
transformation can only come through the 
grace and mercy of Jesus Christ. This is where 
our hope lies, and this is the kind of hope  
that draws people to us. As Melissa says,  
“LSSI is life changing…It’s hope.”

So thank you for supporting us this year.  
Your gifts and encouragement allow us  
to provide this kind of hope that our world,  
our community so desperately needs. As  
we approach the year’s end, please consider 
making a contribution to LSSI, so that  
we can continue to serve our community  
in a way that offers the lasting change our 
clients — and their families — seek. n

SAVE THE DATE

Like so many others, women at 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church in 
downtown Fort Wayne, serve quietly 
and faithfully. Praying as they knit, 
these women create prayer shawls  
for those needing comfort. Each shawl 
is unique with delightful colors and 
textures! Prayers are woven into each 
stitch. Pastoral staff and “Stephen 
Ministers” bring prayer shawls to 
friends and members of Emmanuel 
as part of Emmanuel’s mission — a 
caring family sharing God’s love and 
forgiveness. Emmanuel’s prayer shawls 
are also given to Lutheran Social 
Services of Indiana for clients and staff. 
They are used in the same missional 
way as Lutheran Social Services of 
Indiana expresses the love of Jesus 
Christ for all people through services 
that empower individuals and families 
to move toward social, emotional and 
spiritual wholeness.

1. Diapers  
(any brand or size)

2. Baby wipes

3. Toiletries 
(toothbrush, 
toothpaste, 
soap, shampoo, 
conditioner, lotion, 
hair care, etc.)

4. Dish soap

5. Toilet paper

6. Kleenex

7. Hand-sanitizing 
wipes and/or 
disinfectant 
wipes

8. Ziploc bags  
(any size)

9. Gas cards 
(Speedway 
preferred)

10. Batteries  
(size C and AA 
for children’s toys 
and accessories)

Because of You
Prayer Shawl Ministry

LSSI Top 10 Wish List

Breakfast and Motivations Circle 
Tuesday, January 31st

Due to capacity restraints, we are unable  
to accept adult or used clothing

2017 Annual Meeting 
Thursday, March 9th



On October 6, 2016, Lutheran Social Services of Indiana hosted our inaugural Wells Street 
Bridge Party to raise awareness and support for the LSSI Works Program. More than 150 
people joined us for music by the Farmland Jazz Band, barbecue chicken and pulled pork 
from Shigs In Pit BBQ, and locally crafted beer by the Mad Anthony Brewing Company.

In addition to the great atmosphere and beautiful weather, bridge party attendees 
participated in a silent auction full of items that celebrated all the wonderful products and 
experiences our Northeast Indiana community has to offer!

LSSI would like to thank all those who made the event such a wonderful and fun-filled 
evening. We are already planning for next year, so mark your calendars. The second annual 
Wells Street Bridge Party will be held October 5, 2017!

Ordering Justice Bread is a great way to 
support LSSI and enjoy delicious, artisan 
breads at the same time! We offer a wide 
variety of breads to choose from throughout 
the year, and each loaf you purchase raises 
dollars to help families with basic needs as 
they work toward greater financial stability. 

Justice Bread is made possible through a 
partnership with the Indiana Baking Company 
and volunteers from Lutheran churches. 
Volunteers from our partner congregations 
sell this specialty bread to those in their 
congregation. Proceeds from Justice Bread 
sales support the Cup of Kindness Program, 
which provides assistance to individuals and 
families as they progress through a financial 
education curriculum with the goal of family 
and economic stability.

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of Perspective, 
please contact Rachel Hardesty at rhardesty@lssin.org or (260) 426-3347.

Time to Party!
Read all about the fun, food, and festivities at our first-ever bridge party!

Bread of Life Did You Know?
Whether you or your church purchase five, 
15, or 50 loaves of Justice Bread, you can 
make a life-changing impact in the lives of 
families in our community. The proceeds 
from Justice Bread sales allow us to provide 
assistance in the following ways:

11 loaves of Justice 
Bread can provide 
one hour of one-
on-one financial 
coaching with an 
LSSI staff member.

100 loaves of 
Justice Bread 
can provide 
heat for a family 
for one month.

15 loaves of Justice 
Bread can provide 
one month of 
transportation  
for an LSSI  
Works student.

1511

100 If your church 
isn’t currently 
participating  
in Justice Bread, 
and you’d like  
to learn more,  
call our office at  
(260) 426-3347.

For a complete listing of breads featured  
each month, please visit our website.

Plan Your 2017 Justice 
Bread Orders Now!
JANUARY 
Wheat 
Breadsticks 
Bird Seed

FEBRUARY 
Wheat 
Garlic bites 
Cinnamon

MARCH 
Wheat 
White rolls 
Rye

APRIL 
Wheat 
Cranberry 
Indian Grain

MAY 
Wheat 
Garlic bites 
Cinnamon Raisin

JUNE 
Wheat 
Onion buns 
Bird Seed
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Lutheran Social Services of  
Indiana would like to thank the 
following organizations for their 
generous contributions:

Lincoln Financial Foundation  
for enhancing the recreational,  
social, educational and specialized 
activities that improve school 
readiness for the children at  
Children’s Village. 

The Raker Foundation for supporting 
the LSSI Works Program, a new 
workforce development initiative of 
LSSI.  LSSI Works provides professional 
and personal skill development and 
helps participants obtain permanent, 
career path employment. 

PNC: Grow Up Great Initiative for 
technology support at Children’s  
Village Early Learning Center.

LSSI would like to thank...
Children from our Children’s Village Early Learning Center enjoyed a carnival day along  
with the residents of Lutheran Life Villages.  All ages delighted in an array of carnival games, 
animals, and face painting.  And we can’t forget about the dunk tank!  Children’s Village 
director, Kathy Lehman, and Lutheran Life Village (LLV) director, Alex Keifer, braved the chilly 
water as they plummeted into the tank multiple times for the amusement of all.  We are 
grateful for such intergenerational opportunities through the LSSI and LLV partnership.

Animals, face paint, and a dunk tank!  Oh my!


