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Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up for our mailing list and you’ll have access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI. 
Sign up at http://lssin.org/get-involved/join-our-mailing-list/. 

Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

Let’s keep in touch

Over the years, of course, the face of Lutheran Social Services of Indiana 
has changed quite a bit. Different leaders have placed a hand on the 
helm, and the programming that we have offered has changed several 
times, too. Certainly, most people are familiar with our founding 
program, adoption, when we found homes for infants left in the care  
of Emmaus Lutheran Church. But we have provided many other 
services through the years, too, in response to a community need 
through the lens of faith-based social services. 

Sometimes, that meant we were painting houses for low-income 
families. Other times, we provided counseling services and emergency 
financial assistance, even something called “Homemaker” services for 
seniors living alone. Today, we run a thriving early learning center, an 
effective outreach to teen moms, and home-based family therapy.  
And let’s not forget about our newest program, LSSI Works. Each time 
we developed a new program, it has been in response to a real need  
in the community. Sometimes, we have been the only ones in the 
community meeting that need. 

But these programs have never defined who we are as an organization. 

Instead, while the face of the organization may have changed over  
the years, one thing has remained the same. Lutheran Social Services  
of Indiana is deeply rooted in Christ, and that is where we will remain. 
According to Stan Veit, former executive director, “people think that 
LSSI exists to do good in the community, but that is not why we exist. 
We exist to be the hands and feet of Jesus. Jesus gave us grace and 
forgiveness, and He calls us to serve others in His name.” 

That purpose, says Stan, is more important now than ever before. 
 “We are living in a culture that could increasingly be called post-
Christian,” he says. “If we can share Christ through what we do and 
people recognize that, then will we make the long-lasting change  
that people need.” Annette Diemer, former executive assistant at  
LSSI, agrees. “I think we need to share our faith with people in the 
community and show that faith in the services we provide. People 
need that. They need to see the faith as they work with social workers.”

Bill Bradley, president of the congregation at Emmaus Lutheran Church, 
concurs. “LSSI is a vital component in the church’s mission  
of grace and mercy,” he says. “LSSI brings congregations together, 
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You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. 
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

All our days are history to God
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO

As I reflect on our 115-year 
history here at Lutheran 
Social Services of Indiana, 
two themes stand out to 
me. The first theme is this. 
Many times throughout 
those 115 years, we have 
adapted our 
programming to address 

the ever-changing needs in our community. 

Consider our new program, LSSI Works, for 
example, which stands for Lasting Stability 
and Success for Individuals. I am excited 
about this program because LSSI Works offers 
a careful and thorough approach to job 
training and economic sustainability. In other 
words, it creates a unique opportunity for 
long-term change for our clients. This program 
is meeting a need in our community that we 
as an agency are distinctly suited to fill.

Sometimes, the changes that we make as an 
agency are not as easy, although none less 
clear. Some of you may already be aware that 
Lutheran Social Services is no longer 
providing adoption services. While we still 
offer ongoing counseling to birth parents  
and adoptive families, we will not be assisting 
these families in the legal aspects of their 
adoptions, mainly because times and needs 
in our community have changed. 

In the very beginning, the adoption process 
was pretty simple. Babies were left at the 
church, and families took the babies home 

and cared for them as their own. We were 
meeting a real need in the community that 
few, if any, were addressing.

Today, adoptions are much more technical, 
and many adoption attorneys are providing 
those services for birth parents  
and adoptive families in our community.  
In fact, many times those parents and 
families find each other and seek out an 
attorney together. In other words, needs in 
the community have changed, and we have  
once again adapted our programming in 
order to be good stewards of the time and 
resources God has entrusted to us.

Which leads me to the second theme that 
stands out to me as I consider our history.  
In the midst of changing times and changing 
services, God is faithful. This is all history to 
Him. To us, 115 years is a long time, but to 
God, that is just a blink of an eye! We can  
find peace and assurance, knowing that this 
very moment, and all our future plans, are in 
His hands.

Consider these words from I Samuel 2:2. 
“There is no one holy like the LORD; there is 
no one besides you; there is no Rock like our 
God.” God is constant. God is ever faithful.  
So no matter how the culture or our services 
change, we can be confident of this. The God 
who began this good work will be faithful to 
complete everything He has called us to do, 
and for this, we are ever grateful. n

LSSI Works Celebration Event
Local food. Local brews.  
Local bands. Local Impact.
Thursday, October 6, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Wells Street Bridge

For more information, contact  
Gillian Frazier at gfrazier@lssin.org.

DON’T FORGET!

If you are 70 years and six months 
or older and would like to make a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) 
to LSSI, there’s still time. 

Thanks to a permanent change in the 
tax laws this year, seniors can make 
tax-free donations to a qualified 
charitable organization directly from 
an individual retirement account. 
Instead of taking a distribution that 
could lead to higher taxes, you can 
make a difference for our clients 
through a QCD. 

To learn more, please contact Denny 
Herman, Director of Church Relations, 
at (260) 426-3347. 

Make your Qualified  
Charitable Distribution

As your church meets to plan next 
year’s budget, please consider 
including Lutheran Social Services 
of Indiana in your benevolence or 
missions fund. As the arm of the local 
church, LSSI provides concrete help 
and spiritual care for those who need  
it most, right here in your backyard. 

These dollars are so important to us, 
now more than ever. It is through the 
contributions we receive from local 
churches that we are able to share the 
love of Jesus more deliberately with 
our clients. So please take a minute to 
consider us as you plan for the coming 
year. Thank you! 

Calling All Churches
Please remember LSSI as you plan your 
budget for the coming year

Let us pray!
Many thanks to our friends and supporters who 
joined us for a special time of prayer and dedication 
for our new program, LSSI Works. On June 1, we 
gathered together at the new LSSI Works facility on 
South Clinton Street to walk through the building and 
dedicate it to God. Special thanks to Pastor Wakeland 
for leading us in prayers for staff, clients, and services. 
If you were unable to join us, we always appreciate 
your prayers as we launch this exciting new program!



Bread of Life 
We all know the purchase of Justice 
Bread benefits LSSI clients, but did 
you know you can extend the impact 
of Justice Bread, using it as a tool  
to reach neighbors and friends  
for Christ? 

That is exactly what the Binkley 
family has done. For the past two 
years, Steve and Char Binkley have 
been purchasing 12–15 loaves of 
Justice Bread each month. Instead  
of keeping it for themselves, they 
give the loaves as gifts to their 
neighbors, making door-to-door 
deliveries all year long. Although  
they have lived in the same 
neighborhood for a few years, they 
decided they wanted to connect 
with the people living near them in 
a whole new way, and they are using 
Justice Bread to do it! 

 This simple act of kindness has led to 
conversations about family and meals 
with neighbors. In the process, Steve 
and Char have been spreading the word about LSSI, too. All this, plus financially supporting 
our programs. Now that is what we call a triple impact! Thank you, Steve and Char!

If you would like to make a difference through Justice Bread, too, it is never too early to plan 
your Christmas Justice Bread order. You can choose from a variety of bread types, including 
cranberry, wheat, or pumpkin. Each loaf comes wrapped in holiday colors, and each package 
contains a card bearing a seasonal message, making these loaves the perfect gift for friends, 
neighbors, and family members! 

Please note that gift loaf orders are due on Monday, December 5, by 11 a.m. Wrapped gift 
loaves are $3.50 each. If you prefer unwrapped loaves, they are just $3. (Be sure to indicate 
 if you want wrapped or unwrapped bread when placing your order with your Lutheran 
church Justice Bread coordinator.) If your church does not offer the Justice Bread program, 
you can order loaves directly through our main office by calling LSSI at (260) 426-3347.

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of Perspective, 
please contact Rachel Hardesty at rhardesty@lssin.org or (260) 426-3347.

meeting needs beyond what one individual 
congregation could accomplish.” 

Today, that mission is just as strong as it was 
115 years ago. And while we no longer 
provide certain programs and services, we 
are developing others, such as LSSI Works, 
that address community needs, helping us 
make a deeper impact in people’s lives. 

Denny Herman, Church Relations Director, 
says it this way. “Programs change over time, 
but the spiritual and human care that  
we provide to our clients doesn’t change.  
It is the same message. In fact, our whole 
organization is not so much about programs 
as it is about sharing the love of Christ with 
people. That is a constant, and that will 
never change.” n

continued from cover

#GivingTuesday helps nonprofits raise 
awareness — and funds!
We have all heard of Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday. In fact, whether we braved pre-
dawn crowds and bitter winds—or shopped 
comfortably at home on our couches—most 
of us have snagged more than a few deals on 
these, the busiest of all shopping days each 
year. But what about #GivingTuesday? 

Launched in 2012 by a team of entrepreneurs, 
nonprofits, and major corporations, 
#GivingTuesday is a national movement 
designed to counteract holiday consumerism. 
Instead, #GivingTuesday is all about 
celebrating generosity, helping people 
give back to the community in a simple yet 
profound way. 

How #GivingTuesday Works 
On the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, you can 
make a real difference in your community in 
just two simple steps. 

Step 1: Make a contribution to your 
favorite charity, such as Lutheran Social 
Services of Indiana. 

Step 2: Share the fact that you gave 
to this charity on all your social media 
platforms (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
even email). 

Thanks to the viral power of social media, 
even small contributions can add up quickly! 
In fact, even if you cannot give, you can 
still make a big impact, just by sharing the 
charity’s website with all your friends.

How to Contribute to  
LSSI on #GivingTuesday 
If you would like to contribute to LSSI on 
#GivingTuesday and you are currently on 
LSSI’s email list, you will receive an email 
from us early in the morning on Tuesday, 
November 29. The email will remind you 
about the #GivingTuesday campaign and give 
you a link to the donation page on the LSSI 
website. Whether or not you give, please be 
sure to share what you like about LSSI with all 
your friends and family through social media. 
It takes just a few minutes of your time, but it 
has the power to make a real difference! 

If you are not sure whether or not you are 
on our email list but you want to participate 
in #GivingTuesday, please contact Rachel 
Hardesty, LSSI’s Executive Assistant, at  
(260) 426-3347. She will make sure you 
get connected. Then look for our email on 
November 29, and take two minutes to 
give — and tell! n

Give and TellBecause of You

Did You Know?
• December is our biggest month for  

Justice Bread, bringing in four times  
our usual monthly order.

• Last year, we sold more than 1,400 loaves 
of Justice Bread in December alone.

• Ever wonder how Justice Bread got 
started? Meet Randy Fillmore, who 
started the ministry when he moved to 
Fort Wayne over 15 years ago. Randy is 
the Justice Bread coordinator for Saint 
Michael Lutheran Church and is constantly 
developing new and creative ways to 
spread the word about LSSI through  
these loaves of love. Thank you, Randy!
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Lutheran Social Services of Indiana  
would like to thank the following 
organizations for their generous 
contributions:

United Way of Allen County for 
supporting our Children’s Village  
Early Learning Center, Education Creates 
Hope and Opportunity (ECHO), LSSI 
Works, and Cup of Kindness programs. 

Community Development Block  
Grant (administered by the City  
of Fort Wayne, Office of House  
and Neighborhood Services)  
for investing in LSSI Works and  
coaching individuals toward long- 
term, sustainable employment. 

 

The Edward D. and Ione Auer 
Foundation for enhancing the 
recreational, social, educational,  
and specialized activities that improve 
school readiness for children at  
Children’s Village.

The English, Bonter, Mitchell 
Foundation for supporting our LSSI 
Works program. LSSI Works is a workforce 
initiative that develops personal and 
professional skills and sets students  
on a career path.

Kosciusko County Community 
Foundation/Kosciusko REMC Operation 
Round Up Fund for helping families in 
Kosciusko County meet their basic food 
needs through our Cup of Kindness and 
Community Partners Programs.

LSSI would like to thank ... Zoo day is so fun!

Our Children’s Village preschoolers enjoyed 
the adventures of the zoo on a very hot August 
morning. Parents and grandparents joined their 
preschoolers for zoo fun and learning!


