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Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up for our mailing list and you’ll have access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI. 
Sign up at http://lssin.org/get-involved/join-our-mailing-list/. 

Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

Let’s keep in touch

“Children’s Village has changed my life.” 
So says Angel Hill, a parent who has been part of our early learning 
center since it opened on the campus of Lutheran Life Villages. At the 
time, her daughter was only six months old. “I was in a situation where  
I didn’t have a lot of money to pay for daycare,” she remembers. When 
the staff at Children’s Village helped Angel learn about childcare 
vouchers available through Brightpoint, she was able to enroll her 
daughter in our early learning program. It was a turning point in Angel’s 
life, helping her return to school, earn her degree, and find a job that 
would support her family.

Empowering parents to pursue their dreams 
Today, Angel no longer needs the voucher program to help pay for 
childcare. Even though her daughter has gone on to elementary school, 
her son Jarrington is still at the preschool and doing great. “Children’s 
Village wasn’t just for my kids. It was for me, too. I’ve gone from having 
nothing to being accomplished and having something. I am so thankful 
for them,” says Angel.

“Angel is a true success story,” says Kathy Lehman, Children’s Village 
Director. “She has proven that quality childcare makes a difference.  

It helps parents do what they need to do in order to become successful 
providers for their children.”

Preparing children for future success 
While Angel appreciates the quality childcare that Children’s Village 
provides, she is the first to admit that Children’s Village is much more 
than a daycare. “It’s a school,” she says. “They focus on each child. It’s not 
like a classroom setting, where everybody is learning the same thing at 
the same time. It’s individual, which I love. The individual conversations 
they have with each kid are amazing.”

Jarrell Hunter, whose daughter, Jariah, attends Children’s Village, agrees. 
“Children’s Village has done a phenomenal job of boosting Jariah’s 
confidence,” he says. “She knows all her colors and how to spell them. 
She can count to 40 without missing a beat. She reads books every day. 
She’s even learning Spanish,” he says. “Children’s Village offers everything 
she needs.” 

Laying a foundation of faith 
By “everything,” Jarrell is referring to more than his daughter’s cognitive 
development; he is concerned about her spiritual development as well. 
That is why he values Children Village’s foundation of faith. “I grew up in 
a Christian-based home,” he says, “and that was something I was looking 

Preschool Is for Parents, Too!
How Children’s Village is making a difference beyond the classroom
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Jarrell Hunter with his daughter, Jariah.



You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. 
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

A Deeper Impact
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO

Here at Lutheran Social 
Services of Indiana, we 
are always looking for 
ways to make a deeper 
impact with the people 
we serve. It is why we 
developed our balanced 
score card, why we 
trained our staff in 

trauma-informed care, and why we hired  
our spiritual care coordinator. Each of these 
initiatives has played a role in making a 
lasting difference in the lives of the people  
we serve. 

At our annual celebration this year, we 
introduced a new program that will continue 
those efforts. This new program is called  
LSSI Works, and it will help us lay a better, 
more in-depth foundation for underemployed 
people in our community, helping them 
move toward greater economic stability.  
That stability is important, because our goal  
is not to help people for a day, a week, or  
a month. Rather, we want to assist them 
toward greater financial sustainability  
so they no longer need our services.  

LSSI Works will play a big part in helping  
us reach that goal, and I am excited to  
share more about it in the weeks and  
months ahead.

None of these initiatives would be possible 
without the help and support of individuals 
in our community who stand with us,  
people who believe in our ultimate goal  
of making a difference for eternity. At our 
annual celebration this year, many of you 
expressed how much you believe in that 
message. I also received many notes of 
encouragement, both before and after  
the meeting, from people who wanted  
us to know that they stand with us.

I am honored to serve as the leader of  
an organization with such a loyal support 
base. Through your prayers, your notes  
of encouragement, and your financial 
contributions, you continue to make a 
difference in the lives of many people in  
our community, people who are hurting, 
people who need the hope and healing  
Jesus so freely gives. Thank you. n

for within Jariah’s childcare as well. I wanted 
someplace that would share the same values 
that we share at home.” Angel agrees. “That’s 
what I love, too, because my kids are not only 
learning [Christian values] at school but also at 
our church services. [At Children’s Village] they 
understand that [faith] is part of everyday life.”

Jarrell and Angel both value the warm, friendly, 
family atmosphere at Children’s Village as well. 
“I wanted someplace that we could call home,” 
says Jarrell. “As soon as we visited Children’s 
Village, I felt at peace. It’s always warm. It’s 

always welcoming. I love the hospitality.”  
Angel agrees. “I researched other schools,  
but Children’s Village is different. As soon as 
you do a walkthrough, you feel like family.”

Engaging parents in the learning process 
That family-friendly feeling at Children’s Village 
is no accident, and it starts as soon as parents 
walk through the door. Kathy Lehman explains. 
“My hope is that children find and build 
relationships that will last a lifetime. We also 
encourage parents to be a part of what we’re 
doing here at school. Parents are children’s  
first and best teachers. We want to help them 
engage with their children in the learning 
process, and we welcome their involvement.”

It is something Kathy practices herself. As 
Jarrell remembers, Kathy herself was the one 
who greeted him the first time he walked 
through the doors. “Normally, people in 
management stay in their offices,” says Jarrell, 
“but at Children’s Village, the director herself 
was the one who took us on a tour. To me,  
that spoke volumes.” 

For both parents, Children’s Village offered the 
complete package. Whether they were looking 
for a strong academic foundation, a safe and 
secure childcare environment, or a place that 
would instill and reinforce their family’s strong 
spiritual values, they found what they were 
seeking at Children’s Village. “They have helped 
me so much,” says Angel. Jarrell adds, “I’m 
excited about Jariah’s future because of the 
foundation that’s been laid. Children’s Village 
exceeded my expectations.” n
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Children’s Village 2016
preschool graduation
Wednesday, May 25, at 10 a.m.
Lutheran Life Villages Assembly Hall
6701 South Anthony Boulevard
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46816

To RSVP, please email Rebecca at rbash@lssin.org.

LSSI Works Celebration Event
Local food. Local brews.  
Local bands. Local Impact.
Thursday, October 6, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Wells Street Bridge

For more information, contact  
Gillian Frazier at gfrazier@lssin.org.

SAVE THE DATE!

Angel Hill hugs her son, Jarrington.



If you would like to receive an electronic copy of Perspective, 
please contact Rebecca Bash at RBash@lssin.org or (260) 426-3347.

Your contributions 
helped make our  

annual celebration  
a huge success! 

THANK YOU TO 
OUR ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION 
CORPORATE 
SPONSORS!

We are grateful to those who attended our annual celebration on Thursday, March 10. Here 
are just a few highlights from our evening of praise, thanksgiving, and encouragement.

Almost 300 people joined us in celebrating all that God has been doing through LSSI in 
the past 115 years, along with all that we know He will do in our future. We were especially 
thrilled to commemorate another year of expressing the love of Jesus Christ through our 
services that empower individuals and families to move toward social, emotional and 
spiritual wholeness.

We honored two special guests (pictured below), presenting our Founder’s Award to long-
time board member and former chairperson Ron Rohrbacher. We also honored 30-year 
volunteer Jackie Heckler.

We affirmed our foundation of faith, which guides our services. In addition, guests heard 
from two Children’s Village parents, who shared how our early learning center Children’s 
Village has laid an early foundation for their children’s love of learning and success in life. 
(In case you missed it, you can watch the video on our website at lssin.org. Just click the 
“Children’s Village” link under the “What We Do” tab on our home page.)

Everyone enjoyed the wonderful choral music provided by our very own Concordia 
Lutheran High School choir! Thank you to all those who were able to attend. It was  
certainly a night of celebration!

Many apologies for the mistake in our last newsletter. 
Our founder, Pastor Wambsganss, was not the pastor 
of Emmanuel Lutheran Church, as was printed on 
page 1 of the last issue. Rather, he was the pastor at 
Emmaus Lutheran Church, and it was Emmaus Lutheran 
congregation members who opened up their hearts and 
homes to the infants left on the church steps. Thank you to 
those who brought this mistake to our attention, and please 
accept our sincere apologies for the error. Please look for 
more on our beginnings at Emmaus in the fall newsletter.

LSSI Annual Celebration Exceeds Expectations!

Please accept our apologies
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Help us celebrate Mother’s Day this year by making a special donation to Lutheran Social Services of Indiana 
in honor of a special woman in your life. When you do, you will be giving a gift that lasts well beyond a single 
day or season. This gift creates an opportunity for us to extend a hand with people in our community who need 
it most. Thank you for supporting LSSI, and please join us in wishing mothers everywhere a very special day!

Happy Mother’s Day! Many thanks to the 
Community 
Foundation of 
Greater Fort Wayne,  
for providing 
operational support 
toward LSSI’s 
programming that 
promotes the overall 
health of our 
community.

THANK 
YOU!


