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Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up for our mailing list and you’ll have access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI. 
Sign up at http://lssin.org/get-involved/join-our-mailing-list/. 

Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

Let’s keep in touch

The year 2016 is an important one in the history of Lutheran Social 
Services of Indiana, for it marks 115 years of steadfast service to our 
community. During that time, we have seen our share of changes, and 
we have survived some tough economic times as well. Even more 
important, however, is the fact that — through God’s faithfulness — we 
have served countless individuals in those 115 years, offering a message 
of hope and restoration in Jesus’ name.

Most people are familiar with our humble beginnings. It all started with 
a simple question:  “Who will take this child home?”  The year was 1901, 
and at the time, this question was the best way for Pastor Wambsganss 
to provide homes for children who had been left in his care at 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne, Indiana. In those moments, 
he certainly never envisioned the social service agency we have 
become, yet he set the tone for the work we do today as he answered 
Christ’s call to “love the Lord your God with all your heart…and love 
your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-39)

It is a legacy we continue to fulfill each day. Of course, our adoption 
methods have changed quite a bit in those 115 years, and our service 

offerings have expanded as well. In recent years, we have spent more  
time focusing on outcomes and strategic planning, using our Balanced 
Score Card to keep us moving toward our goals. We are also more aware 
of building financial strength and sustainability, making sure that we 
will still be providing services — not just for the people we serve today, 
but also for families in the future who will need the help and hope that 
we offer through Christ. 

All these changes are good, healthy directions for us as an agency. But 
some things never change, and our faith foundation is one of them. 
Whether we are helping families toward self-sufficiency through our 
case-management programs, helping teen parents graduate from high 
school through our ECHO program, or providing state-of-the-art early 
learning experiences through Children’s Village, our staff at Lutheran 
Social Services continues to reach out with grace and mercy, offering the 
same hope and help that Pastor Wambsganss shared so many years ago.

It is important to note that the hope we offer is firmly rooted in our  
faith in Jesus Christ and His transforming power.  “The Bible tells us  
that the love of Jesus is transformative,” says Angie Moellering, President 
and CEO.  “This love — the love Jesus gives to us and the love that 
motivates us to serve — makes all the difference. It totally influences  
the way we treat people here at LSSI. The only reason we continue to 
impact families the way we do is because we are staying true to our 
faith foundation.” 

Ron Rohrbacher, longtime board member and former board chair, agrees. 
“We couldn’t do the work here at LSSI without faith,”  he says. “At a time 
when faith-based organizations are coming under attack, our staff is 
stronger now than ever about the work they do — and the reason they 
do it.” Meeting people where they are and demonstrating God’s love and 

Happy Birthday, LSSI!
Celebrating 115 years of God’s faithfulness in our community

“So many board members and donors have poured  
their heart and soul into this organization, and we are  
so thankful for all they have done and continue to do,”  
says Angie Moellering, President and CEO.  “But the one 
steady factor through it all is God, and it is God who will 
sustain us in the future.”

continued on page 3



You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. 
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

Let us pray
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO

Spiritual Care
“Can we pray?” is a question Michele 
Kausch, our spiritual care coordinator, hears 
more and more each day. Sometimes, a 
staff member asks her to pray directly with 
a client who requests spiritual care. In one 
instance, prayer with the client literally 
created a moment of calm in the middle  
of a storm. “The house was so chaotic  
that we ended up praying in her garage,” 
remembers Michele. Later, this same client 
requested prayer before surgery. The 
surgeon, who often prays with his patients, 
even joined in!

Other times, staff members ask her to pray 
for themselves or for a client who is really 
struggling. One staff member was 
especially concerned about a particular 
client during the holiday season and asked 
Michele if they could pray together about 
the situation. Michele was thrilled to receive 
an email from the case manager a few days 
later. “I just really feel like God is moving!” 
were the case manager’s words.

Either way, Michele has encountered 
unbelievable openness to spiritual care, 
and we are seeing the hand of God at work 
as a result. Please pray for Michele and the 
rest of the LSSI staff as they share the love 
of Jesus with those in need.

This year, as we 
celebrate 115 years of 
LSSI’s impact in Indiana, 
I am grateful for the 
many ways God has 
allowed this 
organization to bring 
His grace and mercy  
to those we serve. God 
has used the work of 

LSSI to feed the hungry, house the homeless, 
educate the young, encourage those who 
lost hope, and demonstrate mercy to those 
most in need.
 
Throughout the decades, God has used His 
people, His Church, to extend the work of 
LSSI. I am talking about each of you who has 
volunteered hours to paint houses, read to 
children, pick up and sell Justice Bread, or 
serve on committees or our Board. I am 
referring to those of you who collected food, 
clothes, diapers, school supplies or blankets. 
Then there are those who pray faithfully for 
our staff, our clients and our Board. Many of 
you give dollars that support our work and 
increase our impact. 
 

I am thankful for you, God’s people,  
who have invested in this ministry. LSSI 
celebrates 115 years because of your 
support of this organization and of the 
support of those who came before you.  
Your ongoing engagement in the work of 
LSSI is key to our continued impact. I must 
say as I reflect: To God be the Glory! n

Lutheran Social Services 
of Indiana is pleased to 
welcome Ann Trzynka as 
chairperson of the board, 
a position she will assume 
in April of this year. Of 
course, Ann is no stranger 
to our organization, 

having served as vice chair for the past year 
and on the board itself since 2011.

As chairperson of the board, Ann is looking 
forward to continuing her close working 
relationship with LSSI’s president and CEO, 
Angie Moellering. “Angie is very intentional 
about involving the board in the strategic 
planning process for LSSI,” says Ann. “Our 
board is actively engaged in planning for the 

Meet our new board chair!
future of LSSI and the important mission of 
expressing the love of Jesus Christ for all 
people through services that empower 
individuals and families to move toward social, 
emotional, and spiritual wholeness. I feel 
service on this board is very meaningful work.” 
In addition, Ann is thankful for the board 
training she has received through grants and 
programs made available through the 
Foellinger Foundation.

Ann’s roots in the greater Fort Wayne 
community run deep. She and her family are 
members of the Saint Paul Lutheran Gar Creek 
congregation, the same church where her 
grandfather served as organist. He also taught 
a one-room Lutheran school.  Ann remembers 
her father telling stories about how the family 

was sometimes paid in food during the Great 
Depression. Needless to say, Ann’s family 
knows something about struggling during 
hard times!

The last of nine children, Ann and her siblings 
attended Central Lutheran School in New 
Haven. Later, Ann found employment during 
high school—and met her husband, Todd 
Pickett—at the local Dairy Queen, which they 
purchased from the previous owners after they 
were married. Ann and her husband have 
three children, Kathryn, Jonathan, and 
Elizabeth. A successful attorney, Ann is a 
longtime partner/owner at Van Gilder & 
Trzynka, P.C. We look forward to great things 
under Ann’s leadership on the board. 
Congratulations, Ann!  n



If you would like to receive an electronic copy of Perspective, 
please contact Rebecca Bash at RBash@lssin.org or (260) 426-3347.

God Bless You, 
Grandma Nancy!
Volunteer at Children’s 
Village Retires After  
10 Years of Service
Children’s Village sends our very best wishes 
and heartfelt thanks to longtime Foster 
Grandma, Nancy Cooper, who is retiring 
from her volunteer position after 10 years  
of faithful service. “Nancy is a loving and 
compassionate person who has continuously 
demonstrated her commitment to LSSI and 
the families we serve,” says Kathy Lehman, 
Children’s Village director. We are so thankful 
for the many hours Nancy has invested in 
the children and staff at Children’s Village 
throughout the past 10 years, serving 
children and families in Christ. “As Nancy 
begins her journey into retirement, we wish 
her many blessings,” says Kathy. We love you, 
Grandma Nancy!  n

Permanent Tax Laws Could Benefit You —
and LSSI
By Dennis Herman, Director of Church Relations

Giving to LSSI has never 
been easier, especially 
for people ages 70 years 
and six months or older, 
thanks to a permanent 
change in the nation’s 
tax laws. In year-end 
legislation, the 

Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2016 
made permanent the ability to contribute a 
tax-free donation to a qualified charitable 
organization directly from an individual 
retirement account. Known as a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution (QCD), these 
contributions can create a real tax savings  
for individuals and benefit Lutheran Social 
Services at the same time. 

If you are interested in pursuing this type  
of donation, here are some facts to keep  
in mind before you give.

1. Making a QCD creates an advantage over 
taking a taxable IRA distribution and then 
donating those proceeds to a charity, 

since taxable IRA distributions must be 
included in your adjustable gross income. 
When you take that distribution, your 
taxes from Social Security benefits and 
Medicare insurance premiums could 
increase as well.

2. QCDs automatically satisfy the required 
minimum distribution for the year, 
creating a real tax advantage for IRA 
owners who do not need this required 
minimum distribution for daily  
living expenses.

Of course, before making any contribution  
to Lutheran Social Services of Indiana, we 
encourage you to talk to your accountant. 
And as always, we thank everyone who 
chooses to support us, recognizing that 
when you give, you are being charitably 
minded in all you do. As we read in  
Mark’s gospel:

“Love your neighbor as you would love 
yourself. There is no commandment greater 
than this.” – Mark 12:31 n

grace in those moments plays a crucial part in 
LSSI’s success, particularly for clients with little 
or no faith background. “There is definitely a 
greater power at work here,” says Ron.  “You  
can see God’s hand in everything we do.” 

According to Angie, God’s hands are the 
unifying and steadying force that have 
remained constant through the years.  “God  

has been sustaining this organization through 
challenging economic times, and through 
many different leaders and leadership styles,” 
she says.  “So many board members and donors 
have poured their heart and soul into this 
organization, and we are so thankful for all they 
have done and continue to do. But the one 
steady factor through it all is God, and it is God 
who will sustain us in the future.”   n
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A child at Children’s Village is  
thankful for the teachers.
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Lutheran Social Services of Indiana would like to thank the following 
organizations for their generous contributions:

LSSI would like to thank ...

The John W. Anderson Foundation– 

for supporting our adoption services in 

Northwest Indiana

The Lutheran Foundation–for providing 

operational dollars that allow LSSI to equip 

willing families facing the most challenging 

obstacles with the skills necessary to make 

positive life choices, moving them toward 

economic and family stability

The Lincoln Financial Foundation– 
for enhancing structured classroom learning, 
parent engagement, and staff development 
at Children’s Village Early Learning Center

The St. Joseph Community Health 
Foundation–for improving the health  
and wellness of teen parents and their 
children who participate in the Education 
Creates Hope and Opportunity  
(ECHO) program

THERE IS STILL TIME TO RSVP FOR THE 

 Annual Celebration of LSSI 

Thursday, March 10, 2016

Wine, beer, and light hors d’ouvres at 5:30 p.m.

Dining at 6 p.m.

Program begins at 6:30 p.m.

Please RSVP by calling 
Rebecca at (260) 426-3347.


