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Let’s keep in touch

Parent Workshop Extends 
Children’s Village Impact

How It Works in the Classroom: Asking Questions 
Based on a “growth mindset,” with the premise that the brain can open 
new pathways for learning, the Feuerstein Instrumental Enrichment (FIE) 
employs a process of asking children questions in a way that encourages 
them to think for themselves. “Through the FIE questioning method,” says 
Kathy Lehman, Children’s Village director, “We encourage children to take 
time to think before they answer. We want them to take that time, because 
when they do, they provide in-depth answers that are more detailed, with 
much richer vocabulary.” 

Initially, we focused on implementing social/emotional instruments in the 
classroom, helping children identify emotions in themselves—and others. 
Through FIE, children are learning how to respond to those emotions, 
make better choices, and self regulate. “In school,” Kathy explains, 
“academics will come. But children who are struggling through social and 

emotional issues tend to miss those learning opportunities as their 
behavior may be a barrier to the learning process.” 

FIE teaches children to verbalize those emotions to teachers and 
classmates so they can help each other deal with feelings of sadness, 
anger, or frustration. “So many times,” says Kathy, “life does not go as 
expected and we have to adapt. That is why learning to recognize and 
work through their emotions can play a crucial role in children’s success.” 
Success is certainly something we have seen as a result of the program, 
with calmer classrooms and marked improvements in our Child 
Observation Records (COR), an effective assessment tool that helps  
us measure children’s growth.  

Extending the Learning at Home 
Thankfully, we have not been the only ones to notice the changes in our 

Editor’s Note: Last year, we introduced our readers to a new learning methodology we have implemented in Children’s Village called the 
Feuerstein Instrumental Enrichment (FIE) program. This methodology is a natural extension of — and effective complement to — our highly 
acclaimed High Scope curriculum. Through a partnership with United Way of Allen County and Dr. Jeanne Zehr, we were able to train five 
teachers in this mediated learning process, which introduces children to different learning instruments. Here, we share about the positive  
impact the program is making in the classroom — and at home!

continued on back cover

Father and son enjoy time together at Children’s Village.



You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. 
Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

“Your word, LORD, is 
eternal; it stands firm  
in the heavens.”  
– Psalm 119:89

In a world where cultural 
values are constantly 
changing, I am thankful to 
lead an organization that 

remains firmly rooted in God’s Word—and 
that Word never changes. Our faith foundation 
here at Lutheran Social Services of Indiana has 
not varied in over 100 years. The Truth of God’s 
Word will remain the compass by which we set 
our course, and that path is sure. 

At LSSI, we work to help people achieve social, 
emotional, and financial success every day. 
People are also drawn to us because they are 
looking for grace and mercy, along with order.
Without that order, chaos ensues. Here at LSSI, 
we find that direction in the love of Jesus and 
in God’s eternal truth.

Our work as a faith-based organization is 
becoming more complex in a culture where 

God’s Word is no longer valued. That is why I 
am making a bold call to those of you who are 
in support of our faith-based position. Your 
gifts allow us to fulfill our mission; they give us 
dollars that are flexible and that allow us to 
expand our scope to include the spiritual 
component of our work. As we move forward, 
your dollars will be even more important as  
we adhere to this faith foundation.

I would also ask you to be praying for us on a 
daily basis. In truth, we do not approach this 
work in our own wisdom, and it is not our 
efforts alone that will change lives. That is why 
I approach this job and this organization every 
day with prayer, and I would ask you to join  
me in that effort, keeping in mind these verses 
from I Thessalonians 5:16-18: Rejoice always, 
pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in  
Christ Jesus for you. 

With your help, we will continue to follow our 
compass of faith. Only then will we know that 
our footing is sure. n

The Compass of Faith
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO

What Children’s Village 
Means to Me

We have always loved the family concept 
at Children’s Village. I appreciate the 
engagement between teachers and 
children. Every day, there is a new activity, 
and our daughter, Jariah, comes home and 
tells us all the things that she has learned. 

Recently, Jariah has really started to 
articulate her emotions. She understands 
when people are frustrated, happy, upset, 
or angry and knows how to calm herself 
down. So when I had a chance to learn 
about the enrichment program, I was 
happy to take advantage of that 
opportunity. Children’s Village provided 
resources for us to engage our children  
in learning through the summer, which  
is not something we had been exposed  
to in other childcare programs.

Engaging the children and parents 
together has been extremely helpful for 
us. I want to know what Jariah is working 
on in the classroom. Through Children’s 
Village, I have been able to understand 
how we can encourage her development 
through play. Jariah is definitely learning 
and growing—and we are, too! n

Parent Jarrell Hunter shares 
how FIE is improving the 
parent-child connection  
with his daughter at home.

A picture-perfect event! On Wednesday, May 27, Children’s Village held a graduation 
ceremony for 14 preschoolers. Wearing royal-blue caps and gowns, the students sang songs, 
recited poetry, and proudly received their diplomas. This graduation celebrated an educational 
milestone in these children’s lives so they will hold in high regard future educational goals.

Children’s Village Graduation



If you would like to receive an electronic copy of Perspective, 
please contact Rebecca Bash at RBash@lssin.org or (260) 426-3347.

Lord of the Harvest
By Dennis Herman, Director of Church Relations

As summer turns to fall, this verse from one  
of my favorite hymns comes to mind:

Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest home!
All is safely gathered in,
Ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide
For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come;
Raise the song of harvest home!

Here in northeast Indiana, we have every 
reason to be thankful to the Lord of the 
Harvest. Every year, the fields provide a daily 
reminder of how hard our farmers work to 
provide food for the nation. We really depend 
on farmers in this area and we are so thankful 
for the work they do, especially in tough years 
such as this one. Truly, our farmers depend on 
the Lord for His provision every year, not just 
during times such as these. That is why I am 

especially thankful when 
our farmers choose to 
donate grain to Lutheran 
Social Services. 

Here is why. Just as our 
farmers rely on God for 
their crops, so we rely on 
individual contributions to continue the  
work we do in expressing the love of Jesus  
to all people. In fact, it is through private 
supporters that we are able to provide the 
spiritual support our clients so desperately 
need. Our farmers have been a huge part  
of that blessing when they have transferred 
grain to Lutheran Social Services through 
their local grain elevator. In years such as this, 
I wanted to take a moment to thank each and 
every farmer for the hard work that they do, 
and for the ways they have contributed to the 
work we do here at Lutheran Social Services. 
Thank you, farmers! n

Lutheran Social Services of Indiana is pleased 
to welcome Gillian Frazier to our administrative 
team. In her role as development coordinator, 
a new position at LSSI, Gillian will be 
responsible for fundraising, marketing, and 
business development, with the primary goals 
of increasing the annual fund, raising a social 
media audience, and researching new ways  
to fulfill our mission.

Gillian holds a master’s degree in public  
affairs with concentrations in non-profit 
management and policy analysis. “What draws 
me to this agency is the way LSSI impacts 
those who need support,” says Gillian. “My 

ultimate priority is to 
make people aware 
of the amazing 
things LSSI is doing 
and to garner their 
support to help us 
increase our reach.”

Gillian and her 
husband Phil, the 
assistant band 
director at Carroll High School, have two 
children, Issac and Harrison. During football 
season, she spends every Friday night cheering 
on the Carroll High School marching band. n

Welcome Aboard, Gillian!

Donor profile:
Always a fan

Dwight Anderson is no stranger to Lutheran 
Social Services of Indiana, having spent most 
of his professional career in Lutheran social 
ministry in three different states—most 
recently as the chief executive officer of 
Lutheran Homes, now known as Lutheran   
Life Villages (LLV), where he served 18 years 
before his retirement in 2007. During his 
tenure at Lutheran Homes, Dwight played a 
key role in establishing Children’s Village early 
learning center on the now Lutheran Life 
Villages’ campus.

A self-professed fan of intergenerational 
programming, Dwight experienced firsthand 
the magic that exists between seniors and 
young children during his days as a retirement 
community chaplain. “Human beings are 
hardwired for positive connections between 
seniors and children,” he explains. “So much 
good results from those relationships.” It is no 
wonder that he partnered with LSSI in the 
realization of this vision. 

These days, he remains convinced that the 
project was a resounding success. “If you 
spend any time at Children’s Village,” he says, 
“you will quickly learn that Kathy Lehman and 
the staff of Children’s Village are really good at 
what they do.” Of course, Dwight remains a fan 
of other LSSI programs as well, citing ECHO’s 
impressive success rate as one of many 
reasons he still supports LSSI. “Sometimes you 
wonder when you hear about the joy of 
giving,” says Dwight, “but I have learned that it 
can be a real delight to support something 
you believe in. I find great satisfaction in 
remaining connected with—and financially 
contributing to —Lutheran Social Services  
of Indiana.” n

LSSI benefits greatly from church support! Whether you choose to volunteer, dedicate          
a Sunday morning to LSSI, or even include us as a line item in your church budget, your 
investment helps us provide spiritual care to the families we serve. For more information 
about how your church can partner with us, please give Denny a call at (260) 426-3347.

Calling All Churches: We Need Your Help!
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The Edward D. and Ione Auer Foundation for enhancing the recreational, social, educational and 
specialized activities that improve school readiness for the participating children at Children’s Village.

students. In the past year, several parents have 
approached us and asked, “Is something 
different going on at school? I noticed that my 
child is a whole lot more verbal.” Other parents 
have told us that their children will say, “I need 
you to stop and listen to me for a moment, 
please.” We have been happy to explain that this 
type of response is directly tied to the learning 
we do here at Children’s Village, where we 
encourage children to thoughtfully answer 
questions and share how they feel.

Parents are interested in the new methodology 
and participated in a workshop to help them 
experience this growth mindset and mediated 
learning. “We want parents to be aware of and 
understand what we’re doing at school so they 
can continue the learning at home,” Kathy 
explains. “Through this workshop, we 
encouraged parents to be open to learning  
and trying new things, as well as engage  
their children in this type of learning process  

at home.” A parent commented, “I’m learning 
that open- ended questions encourage 
independent thinking.”

Research has proven that getting parents 
involved in their children’s education can reap 
huge dividends. “Parents are the children’s best 
teachers,” shares Kathy. “We tell them, ‘You will 
make the most profound impression in your 
child’s life, so together we create a positive, 
long-lasting impact. In addition, workshops  
such as this one develop strong, collaborative 
relationships between parents and teachers 
as well.

We will continue to involve parents in the  
FIE mediated learning through our workshops 
and sharing information what children are 
learning in the classroom. In the process, we will 
be able to offer children and their families a 
deeper, richer learning experience and 
encourage a love of learning—in the classroom 
and at home! n

continued from cover

A successful summer safari  Every year, 
our Children’s Village preschoolers, teachers, 
and volunteers join together with Lutheran Life 
Villages seniors and staff for a fun day at the 
Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo. We were blessed with 
great weather, amazing learning opportunities, 
and all kinds of good, old-fashioned fun!

Our Trip to the Zoo


