
Help you need. Hope you can trust.

PERSPECTIVEThe

Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up for our mailing list and you’ll have access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI. 

Sign up at http://lssin.org/get-involved/join-our-mailing-list/. 

Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

Let’s keep in touch

Here at Lutheran Social Services, adoption is near and dear to our 
hearts. With more than 100 years of experience in providing homes  
for infants placed in our care — as well as personalized, compassionate 
attention for women and families facing an unplanned pregnancy —
we’ve seen firsthand the many benefits adoption can offer. 

Unfortunately, the positive message of adoption has been falling  
by the wayside in recent years. Many myths about adoption abound, 
and some organizations fail to discuss adoption with the women and 
men facing an unplanned pregnancy, in spite of the fact that adoption 
remains a positive and viable choice for birth parents and their babies. 
Our goal is to encourage families to save the life of their babies, whether  
they choose to parent or place their children with a waiting couple.

Now, through our new Adoption Option campaign, we’re bringing  
the positive message of adoption back to our community in a big way. 
Thanks to a grant we received from the Foellinger Foundation, we’ve 
been able to:

    • Produce videos featuring two of our birth moms, who explain their  
 journey and describe why adoption was the right choice for them.  

  • Develop a microsite (www.lssin.org/adoption) dedicated to our  
 adoption program, providing testimonials for birth families that  
 have reservations about parenting, as well contact information  
 for our adoption specialists. 

  • Brand our Adoption Option campaign with a new logo  
 and identity package.

  • Produce Adoption Option posters as well as advertise  
 our campaign throughout the community, including  
 our 24/7 Pregnancy Hotline number. 

  • Develop presentations helping us dispel the myths about   
 adoption and educate people in the community about this   
 positive choice.  

Officially launched this fall, our Adoption Option campaign is already 
producing results. First and foremost, we’ve seen a marked increase in 
the number of birth moms calling our 24/7 Pregnancy Hotline, wanting 
to talk with our adoption specialists, discuss their uncertainties, and 
get more information about adoption. Recognizing that some families 
want to choose life for their unborn children but aren’t prepared or 

equipped to parent, we walk them through the adoption process  
and explain the support we can provide to them throughout the 
pregnancy and beyond. In addition, we connect families to our  
other services as needed in order to meet their needs holistically. 

Truly, our Adoption Option campaign is making a difference, helping 
us reach our goal of educating birth parents and the wider community 
about the benefits adoption offers. Today, more birth parents are 
hearing the message that life doesn’t have to stop with an unplanned 
pregnancy. They can make a choice that provides for their needs and 
goals, but also provides a loving Christian home for their child.  n

Adoption Option campaign  
educates community, expands reach



Planned Giving   
If you’ve made a planned gift to LSSI,  
we want to be sure to thank you. So please  
let us know. If you’re interested in knowing 
more about making a planned gift to LSSI,  
we’ll be happy to help. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars   
If you’re a Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
member, you can designate your Thrivent 
Choice dollars to LSSI. This simple designation 
has increased our donations so far this year  
by $10,000!

Stock Options   
If you have stock you would like to transfer to 
LSSI, we’d be happy to assist you in this process.

Other ways to give

For any questions about making a financial 
contribution or planned gift to LSSI, please 
contact Denny Herman, Director of Church 
Relations, at (260) 426-3347, ext. 314. Or 
send him an email at dherman@lssin.org.

Have you ever 
noticed how one 
good deed creates 
another? And 
another? Kindness 
is truly “catchy,” 
something I’ve 
seen over and 
over again in  
my experience 
working in social 

services. Take this past month, for example.  
In September, I witnessed a perfect illustration  
of how one person contributing to a worthy 
cause created a ripple effect of giving — one 
that blessed our Children’s Village immensely. 

It all started at the end of a recent “Meet  
and Eat.” (For more information about these  
fun and informative events, be sure to check  
out “I Wish I Knew More” below.) I had just 
finished talking about the many ways  
we help children and their families move 
forward out of poverty when one of our 
guests approached and — completely 

unsolicited — told me he’d like to purchase  
an item from our wish list. You can imagine 
my surprise when I learned that the item  
was a brand-new washing machine!

Here’s why this gift is such a blessing. In order 
to comply with our licensing requirements, 
we do more than 10 loads of laundry each day 
at Children’s Village. We have two washers 
and dryers on site for this very purpose. As 
you might suppose, we go through these 
washers and dryers much more quickly than  
a typical family would. 

In and of itself, this man’s gift saved us a lot  
of money. But that’s not the end of the story. 
This generous gift sparked the interest of 
another family, which offered to purchase  
the other washer and dryer. And guess what? 
They had connections with a company that 
would match half their gift to a charitable 
organization. Through this matching gift,  
we purchased the other dryer, allowing  
us to replace all our worn-out equipment  
at the same time! 

This chain reaction is a perfect example  
of how one person hearing our story and 
getting connected can inspire other people 
to give. Can you imagine what would have 
happened if this man had refrained from 
giving because he couldn’t donate both 
washers and dryers? We would still be  
limping along with our old equipment. 
Instead, he gave what he could, triggering  
a ripple effect of giving in others.

That’s why I’m so thankful for every gift  
we receive. Each and every contribution 
makes a difference, helping us express the 
love of Jesus Christ for all people through 
services that empower individuals and 
families to move toward social, emotional, 
and spiritual wholeness.  n

The ripple effect
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO

An adorable thanks for the new washers and dryers  
from two students at Children’s Village.

You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. Just hit the donate button under Get Involved!  

I wish I knew more By Dennis Herman, Director of Church Relations

After I make a presentation to a church group, 
I often hear people say, “I wish I knew more 
about Lutheran Social Services.”  Well, now  
you can learn more about us. It’s as simple  
as attending one of our “Meet and Eat” events. 

Two times a year, Lutheran Social Services 
invites people who are interested in our 
mission to a Meet and Eat. Here, we introduce 
the programs we offer at Lutheran Social 
Services, as well as the people who make 
those programs happen. Over a light 
meal — either breakfast or lunch — you have 
the opportunity to meet the folks who carry 

out our mission of showing the love of Christ 
to all people. We think you’ll agree that our 
staff is uniquely qualified to serve the whole 
person, offering social, emotional, and 
spiritual help to people in our community.

Each Meet and Eat lasts about an hour and 
offers warm fellowship, great food, and the 
chance to learn more about the many ways 
we’re making an impact in Allen County  
and beyond. If you’d like to be invited to  
our next Meet and Eat, please give me a  
call at (260) 450-9410. Or send me an email  
at dherman@lssin.org. Our staff would love  

to enjoy a pleasant  
breakfast or lunch 
with you. I 
guarantee you’ll 
learn things about 
us that you never 
knew. A great 
meal, warm 
fellowship, and  
a chance to learn 
more about 
Lutheran Social Services. Now that’s  
a winning combination!  n



Other ways to give

Children’s Village, Lutheran Social Services of 
Indiana’s early-learning center in Fort Wayne, 
has received a $5,000 grant from the PNC 
Foundation’s Grow Up Great Initiative.

Children’s Village is a state-licensed facility 
providing a wide range of educational, social, 
and intergenerational activities for children 
from 6 weeks to 6 years of age. The center 
uses the HighScope Curriculum as it prepares 
students for kindergarten and beyond. 
Scholarships are available, making tuition 
affordable for qualifying low-income families.

Founded by The PNC Financial Services 
Group, PNC Grow Up Great and PNC Crezca 
con Éxito form a bilingual, $350 million,  
 

multiyear initiative that 
began in 2004 to help 
prepare children —
particularly underserved 
children — from birth to 
age 5 for success in school 
and life. 

“This generous grant from 
PNC will help us pursue 
our mission to prepare 
young people to be lifelong 
learners,” says Children’s Village 
Director Kathy Lehman. “Our 
students are at an age when establishing  
an appreciation for education — a thirst  
for knowledge — is so very crucial.” 

PNC is also providing volunteers for financial- 
literacy lessons at Children’s Village.  n

From left are PNC employees Sandra Frantom, Lori Richey, Genesse Jones,  
Sara Wright, Shawn Robinson, Amy Teeters, Ken Graham, and Kari Huston.

You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. Just hit the donate button under Get Involved!  

Lutheran Social Services  
launches AmeriCorps partnership
On September 17, 2012, in partnership with CANI, Lutheran Social Services of Indiana 
joined forces with AmeriCorps, a government program that provides grants to a broad 
range of public and nonprofit organizations around the country. Through this national 
network, AmeriCorps engages Americans in service projects designed to meet critical 
needs in their communities. By participating in AmeriCorps, we’ll be able to expand our 
financial-literacy program, helping more families become financially self-sufficient than 
ever before. This program is a benefit to AmeriCorps members, expands LSSI’s resources, 
and provides additional services to those in need.

How it works
Each person who joins the AmeriCorps program commits to working 1,700 hours over  
a 10-month period with a partnering agency in the community. In return, they receive  
a living stipend and $5,500 Education Award to pay off student loans or apply toward 
college tuition. Similar to the Peace Corps, the AmeriCorps program is ideal for students 
wishing to take a year off from studies to experience outreach firsthand in their 
communities. Others join AmeriCorps as a way to transition from one career to another.

What they do
The mission of the program is to provide vital assistance and education in the areas  
of greatest need within communities affected by poverty. AmeriCorps allows LSSI and  
CANI to expand services and serve families more completely while maximizing resources. 
Our two members are being trained on our financial-literacy curriculum as well as the 
financial barriers individuals face in our community. They will serve families through 
financial-literacy lessons, one on one, or in group settings, helping them gain knowledge 
on how to make wise financial choices for themselves and their families. These lessons 
provide basic, yet valuable information on budgeting, spending, credit, and more. 

If you or someone you know would like more information about how to join the 
AmeriCorps program through Lutheran Social Services, please contact Bethany Pruitt, 
financial literacy coordinator, at (260) 426-3347, ext. 317, or bpruitt@lssin.org.  n

Lutheran Social Services of Indiana, Habitat 
for Humanity of Kosciusko County, and Men 
Following Christ recently joined forces on a 
home-improvement project for a Silver Lake 
family in need.

It began when Lisa Smith, an LSSI case 
manager in the Community Partners 
program, recognized that the home of  
one of her client families needed significant 
upgrades before it would be truly habitable. 
Among other things, the home needed  
new siding.

Lisa contacted Christon Clark, executive 
director of Habitat for Humanity of Kosciusko 
County, to see if his organization could help. 
Habitat responded with a donation of eight 
boxes of siding.

Next came the group Men Following Christ, 
which donated $500 and provided 
approximately 30 volunteers to install the 
siding and new windows. A representative 
from Lowe’s also joined in.

“This is an amazing sharing of resources 
between organizations to help a family  
in need,” says Libby Martin, LSSI supervisor. 
“It’s amazing what can be accomplished 
when good people come together to help 
their neighbors.”  n

LSSI, Habitat, volunteers
combine to help fix up home

LSSI’s Children’s Village receives  
$5,000 grant from PNC Foundation
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Save the date 
Please plan to join us for

our Annual Meeting on

Thursday, March 21, 2013, 

at Bergstaff Place.

LSSI has received $54,000 from Fort  
Wayne’s Community Development Block 
Grant program for 2012. The grant money 
will be used to support LSSI’s Cup of 
Kindness program, which enables people  
to stay in their homes or stabilize housing 
for those who are at risk of being homeless. 

“Obtaining and retaining safe, affordable 
housing is key for families as they work 
toward greater self-sufficiency,” says  
Angie Moellering, LSSI president and  
CEO.  “Therefore, that’s been a recent,  
very important emphasis of Cup of  
Kindness. We appreciate this grant and  
the opportunity to work in conjunction  
with the city to impact families in a  
positive, lasting way.”
 

LSSI was one of six nonprofit agencies  
to receive a total of more than $220,000 in 
funding through Fort Wayne’s Community 
Development Block Grant program this  
year. The grant money originates with  
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and is meant to fund activities 
that primarily benefit low- and moderate-
income residents in a local community.

“Our local nonprofits play a critical role  
in the community,” says Fort Wayne Mayor 
Tom Henry. “ They work with many of our 
citizens who face a crisis and are trying  
to stabilize their lives. These public service 
grants support that vital work, so that  
we can all live in a stronger and more 
compassionate community.”  n

City helps fill Cup of Kindness

Mission 
Lutheran Social Services of 

Indiana expresses the love 

of Jesus Christ for all people 

through services that empower 

individuals and families to move 

toward social, emotional, and 

spiritual wholeness.

Come for drinks and hors d’oeuvres  
at 5:30 p.m. — and stay for a festive 

atmosphere of fellowship and to hear  
our success stories. To be sure to receive  

an invitation, call (260) 426-3347, ext. 312, 
or email komspaugh@lssin.org.


