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Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up for our mailing list and you’ll have access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI. 

Sign up at http://lssin.org/get-involved/join-our-mailing-list/. 

Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

Let’s keep in touch

David Herman and Tiffany Hart began making plans soon after they 
met as students at Concordia Lutheran High School. He was a junior, 
and she was just a sophomore, but they knew they were meant to  
be together for life. Their plans for that life included education first,  
of course, and then marriage and a family.

Their plans even survived what became a long-distance relationship. 
After high school, David went off to Purdue University in West 
Lafayette, while Tiffany attended Concordia University in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. They were committed to their relationship, however, and 
took turns driving the five hours between the two schools at least 
twice a month.

After graduating from college, Tiffany and David married in 2004  
and began careers. David is now a financial planner with Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans, while Tiffany teaches with Lutheran Special 
Education Ministries. 

The next part of the plan was to start a family. After three years without 
success, they turned to fertility treatments and were rewarded almost 
immediately. Tiffany was expecting—not just one baby, but twins. 

But on June 1,  2008, just 18 weeks into her pregnancy, Tiffany went into 
labor. Born prematurely and not ready for this world, the twin boys—
Christopher and Connor—passed away after just a few minutes.

Tiffany and David were, of course, devastated by the loss. It took their 
Christian faith in God’s plan to guide them through their grief. 

“Losing our sons was such a difficult thing to go through, but it 
strengthened our faith,” David says. “I don’t know how we would have 
gotten through the grieving process without it. In many ways our faith 
strengthened our marriage, too. Some days I needed Tiffany’s shoulder 
to cry on, and some days she needed mine. We were always there for 
each other.”

Tiffany agrees. “Our faith was strengthened during that time, and our 
loss brought us even closer together,” she says.  “Despite their short 

lives, Christopher and Connor left us with the knowledge that we still 
had the talents and abilities to be good parents, and that God had 
plans for us and our family.” 

David and Tiffany began considering becoming adoptive parents, 
something they’d discussed long before they were married as a way  
to add to their family. 

“After what we’d been through with our sons, we decided to investigate 
the possibility of being adoptive parents, and we thought of Lutheran 
Social Services of Indiana,” David says. “A family friend recommended 
their adoption services. We also liked LSSI because of its work in the 
Lutheran community, and we wanted to support a Lutheran organization. 

After all the paperwork and assessments were completed, David and 
Tiffany were approved as potential adoptive parents in the summer  
of 2009. Then, all they could do was wait.

It was several months later, in unlikely circumstances, that Tiffany and 
David learned they were parents. They were at Disney World in Florida  
on April 9, 2010, when they got a call from Susie, their LSSI adoption 
specialist. They were to come home as soon as possible —their son 
was waiting for them.  

According to God’s plan
Their dreams of starting a family shattered by 
tragedy, David and Tiffany Herman relied on 
their faith—and LSSI.

continued on page 3



Every day our social workers visit the homes 
of families struggling to manage the very 
basics of life. These are people who are 
uncertain of how they’ll manage to pay  
next month’s electric bill or buy food for  
their families. These families are searching  
for financial help and emotional support.  
But they’re also searching for an answer to 
life’s overwhelming heaviness.

LSSI is able to provide financial and emotional 
support to these families. More importantly, 
we’re able to pray with the families and talk 
about Jesus because we’re supported by 
people like you ... people of God. Our state 

contracts and our federal funding provide us 
a vehicle for service, but it’s your giving that 
allows us to develop programs and services 
that point people toward Jesus.  

I’m delighted that we’re able to have a 
positive impact on the lives of more than 
5,000 people each year. I’m so grateful that 
we can express the love and saving Grace  
of Jesus to those we serve. I ask that you  
pray regularly for the staff of LSSI, so that  
we’ll be given the direction and boldness  
we need each day as we work with families.  
I also ask that you support the ministry of  
LSSI through your financial contributions. 

Your prayer and 
financial support 
allows LSSI to 
minister to  
families physically, 
emotionally, and 
spiritually each day.

If you’re praying for LSSI, I’d love to know. 
Write to me at amoellering@lssin.org.  
Your prayers and support are such an 
encouragement to me and our entire staff! 
Thank you! n

You make it all possible
A letter from Angela Moellering, president and CEO

Amazing Grace
By Dennis Herman, Director of Church Relations

When I think of the many 
members of our Church 
family who have a heart 
for what we do at 
Lutheran Social Services, 
it reminds me of the 
hymn, “Amazing 
Grace.” Consider the  
many ways in which  
LSSI has been blessed  

by its leadership, its staff, its volunteers, and 
even by those whom we serve. 

The leadership team at LSSI has a heart for 
serving those in need by showing the love  
of Jesus Christ to all people. That love is  
not only shown to those we serve through 
financial help, but also through emotional 
and spiritual help. Our staff follows the 
example set by the leadership team through 
everyday efforts of meeting and assisting 
those who are most in need. In addition,  
our volunteers show me how amazing God’s 
grace can be when they fulfill their role of 
assisting the least of these brethren.  

You ask, “How can the clients we serve show 
God’s amazing grace?” Every day I’m surprised 
by the clients who walk through our doors, who 
show thankfulness through their tears and hugs. 
Seeing these things happen on a regular basis 
can only point to the Risen Christ who loved 
us so much that he went to the cross for us.  
If He can do that for us, how much more can 
we show our love for our neighbor in need. 

It’s just amazing how God’s Grace is shared  
at LSSI on a daily basis! n

You can donate online at www.lssin.org. Just hit the donate button under Get Involved! 
We can also take credit cards, too!

Another successful annual meeting
LSSI held their annual meeting on March 15. 

Thank you to all who made this event a  

great success!



Although LSSI provides a wide range of services today, our 
agency’s roots are in adoption. For 110 years, we’ve been serving 
women and families to create loving homes for children through 
adoption—it’s our heritage and our passion. 

For birth mothers making the very difficult decision of whether 
to parent or make an adoption plan, we provide our extensive 
experience, thoughtful guidance, and emotional support. 

We provide our assistance regardless of a mother’s decision.  
We put the needs of birth mothers first in everything we do.  
All communication between them and our agency is free and 
confidential. And there’s no pressure, no obligation. In the end, 
birth mothers make their own decisions.

If a birth mother decides to place her child with an adoptive 
home, she can choose from three options: closed, semi-open,  
or open adoption. They can also interview prospective adoptive 
families before choosing a family.
  
For those wishing to create or add to their families through 
adoption, we provide the same level of exceptional services.  
We have a deep and abiding concern for the well-being of 
everyone involved: the child, the birth mother, and the adoptive 
parents. Because we provide the knowledge that birth mothers 
need to make carefully considered decisions, adoptions through 
our agency tend to have happy outcomes for everyone. 

Among our services to assist adoptive families are domestic 
home studies, infant-adoption placement services, post-
placement visits, consultation and training, and stepparent 
adoption home studies.

For more information about adoption or to receive an adoption 
packet, call us at (260) 426-3347 or (888) 722-3678. You call also 
learn more on our website, lssin.org. If you’re an expectant mother, 
and would like to talk to someone, call our 24/7 Pregnancy 
Hotline: (260) 494-8687. n

Building families for 110 years
continued from front cover

“It was surreal,” Tiffany recalls. “We were standing in the middle of the 
Magic Kingdom when Susie called. We were so excited, so ecstatic. We 
began to cry. But we had to get back into our planning mode. We had 
to figure how to get home quickly.”

Airfare was too expensive on such short notice, so the new parents 
rented a car and drove back to Fort Wayne, stopping only for gas and 
enough sustenance to keep them going. Still, their return was slowed 
by heavy traffic, and they weren’t able to get to the hospital before 
their son was released.

But all was well. David and Tiffany had barely arrived home on April 10 
when Susie showed up on their doorstep with Liam, their son. 

“When Susie handed Liam to us, we fell in love immediately,”  Tiffany 
says. “He was meant to be our son, and we’ve loved him unconditionally. 
Liam is a perfect fit. We went through loss and grieving, but we found 
joy in God’s promise. Adoption is wonderful—it paints a beautiful 
picture of Christ’s love for us as his adopted children.”

Adds David, “We can’t imagine what our life would be like without 
Liam. We’re so happy. LSSI was very helpful, very supportive. 
Everything went smoothly. They walked us through the application 
process and got back to us whenever we had any questions.”

And there was more —heartfelt friendship. “We formed a relationship 
with Susie,” Tiffany says. “She got to know us as a couple, our 
background and our faith walk. Throughout the entire process,  
the staff at LSSI was wonderful.”

Hanging with a picture of Liam on the Herman’s living room wall is a 
Bible verse that sustained them during their loss. The verse is Jeremiah 
29:11: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

“Hope and a future —we always relied on that,” David says.

David and Tiffany just returned from another trip to Disney World,  
this time with Liam along to celebrate his second birthday. There’s  
no doubt they have big plans for their son’s future. n
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We’re making a list

We’re always in need of items we can  
use at Children’s Villages and in our  
other programs, such as the Network  
for Safe Families and Access to Recovery. 
Collecting some of these much-needed 
items is a great project for women’s 
groups, vacation Bible school programs, 
Sunday school classes—any group that 
wants to help. 

Collecting items is also a wonderful way  
to fulfill a service project. For example,  
we have an intern who’s working toward 

her bachelor’s degree at the University of 
Saint Francis. She’s fulfilling her service 
hours by collecting children’s books for  
our home-based case-management 
programs. She’s also arranged to have  
collection boxes placed around the  
Saint Francis campus and at several 
churches and Lutheran schools.

Or, just remember us when you shop  
or have any opportunity to help.  
There’s a friend of the agency who  
travels extensively for his job. He saves  

the little bottles of shampoo and lotion  
the hotels provide and gives them to us. 

Most of the items we need are small and 
inexpensive. However, we really need a 
new washing machine at Children’s Village. 
Hint. Hint.

Some things we can always use ...

•  Bubbles, bubbles, bubbles
•  Play-Doh
•  Balls of all kinds
•  Little Tikes-style basketball goals
•  Plastic push lawnmowers 
•  Water toys/sprinklers
•  Beach and bath towels
•  Little Tikes-style shopping carts
•  Plastic play/picnic dishes
•  Antibacterial wipes

•  Sensory table items (Easter grass,  
 brown sugar, oatmeal, cornmeal,  
 measuring cups, funnels)
•  Diapers (any size, any brand)
•  Pull-Ups training pants
•  Clothing (girls or boys, any style pants  
 with elastic waistbands and shirts,  
 sizes 2-8)
•  Washing machine (We need a new  
 one at Children’s Village!)

•  School supplies
•  Underwear (boys and girls, especially  
 boys sizes 2-6)
•  Baby formula (any size, any brand)
•  Electrical outlet covers
•  Safety latches for cupboard drawers  
 and doors
•  Toiletries
•  Cases of bottled water
•  Ziploc-style bags (any size)


