
Help you need. Hope you can trust.
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Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up for our mailing list and you’ll have access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI. 

Sign up at http://lssin.org/get-involved/join-our-mailing-list/. 

Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

Let’s keep in touch

The power of prayer
As a faith-based organization, LSSI encourages its clients to discover 
hope in Jesus through prayer, a cornerstone of the agency. Staff 
members pray for clients and pray with them when clients desire it.

“Prayer is a conversation with God. Without that conversation,  
without that hope or belief, you can’t have a relationship with God,” 
says Jen Fraizer, LSSI’s chief operating officer.

Many of the clients who come to LSSI are unchurched or people who 
may never have had a real church experience. Still, they are people 
looking for ways to improve their lives. They are looking for hope and 
for ways to overcome life’s challenges.

“First and foremost, we meet our clients where they are spiritually,” Jen 
says.  “Our staff begins the relationship with our clients by not being 
judgmental and by demonstrating the love of Jesus.  We want to help 
those we serve toward spiritual wholeness through Jesus Christ.” 

One of the first steps to connecting clients to Jesus at LSSI is through 
a demonstration of God’s grace. “Being a faith-based organization, 
we attract staff members because of our mission—people who want 
to serve others—and it shows in the way they work with our clients,” 
Jen says. “Members of our staff are compassionate, caring people who 
not only want to improve people’s lives, but also want to share the 
hope they’ve found in Jesus.

“When we demonstrate God’s grace through our actions, we find    
that clients will want to start the conversation about where they are   
in their faith,” Jen adds. 

For those clients who have questions about their faith, LSSI offers a 
variety of resources, including written prayer and books with scripture. 
“We’ll read these prayers and books with them, or allow them to read 
them on their own as they seek encouragement,” Jen says. “We also 
connect clients, who are willing, to pastors in their zip codes who will 
pray with them over the phone.”

For those clients who are interested, LSSI will help people connect 
with area churches. “We’ll even take them to meet pastors,” Jen says. 
“We want to help whether they just want to attend, or eventually 
become a member of a church.

“In everything, we walk with clients to help them find the resources 
they need, and that includes spiritual resources,” Jen continues. “We 
serve people in need, some of them in great need. To do that every 
day—without faith, without prayer, without hope —would be 
incredibly challenging.”

“ We serve people in need, some of them in great need. To do that   
every day — without faith, without prayer, without hope —   
would be incredibly challenging.”



You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

Our agency’s tagline 
is “Help you need, 
hope you can trust.” 
But what does that 
mean? Yes, we 
provide help to 
people who really 
need it, but why 
should they place 
their trust in the 
hope we provide?

Because the hope we provide is in Jesus. 
That’s the foundation of our organization. 
It’s where we start, and from where and whom 
we believe true help and change come. We 
know that it’s faulty reasoning when we trust    
in or build a foundation on man or government 
or the next social-service trend. We must build 
our hope in Jesus—both as service providers 
and as Christians.

Maintaining unswerving hope in Jesus is written 
in Hebrews 10:19-25, as a “call to persevere in 
faith”: “Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we 
have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place 
by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way 

opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 
body, and since we have a great priest over 
the house of God, let us draw near to God 
with a sincere heart and with the full assurance 
that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled 
to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 
having our bodies washed with pure water. 
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, 
for he who promised is faithful. And let us 
consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds, not giving up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one another—and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching.”

Many of the clients we serve are searching and 
living troubled lives, and we are often their only 
spiritual connection.  People may think of hope 
as wishing for something positive in the future.  
The hope we introduce people to is here and 
now.  That Hope is Jesus!

I ask that you pray for the ministry of LSSI and 
for those we serve.  We know that through the 
power of prayer lives are changed.  We ask you 
to pray regularly that our clients will experience 
hope in Jesus Christ. n

Hope you can trust
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO

Wrapped in prayer
Prayer shawls are a reminder to many of the 
power of prayer. 

As their personal ministry, Janie Rupright 
and a friend, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, offer prayers as they crochet 
prayer shawls that are then given to people 
in a variety of circumstances. Janie and her 
friend recently donated 16 shawls to LSSI. 

“I felt the nudge of God to become involved 
in this ministry,” says Janie, who attends 
Huntertown United Methodist Church. 
“When you hear about how a shawl has 
touched someone’s life in whatever way, it 
makes you realize what an awesome God   
we serve and that He is always there for us.” 

As the shawls are created, prayers are  
offered for peace, discernment, and the 
awareness of Jesus’ love. The shawls are 
made for anyone going through a difficult 
time, regardless of the situation. “There’s 
something about wrapping the love of God 
around your shoulders when you’re at a low 
point in your life and knowing that someone 
has prayed for you,” Janie says. “It gives you 
peace and comfort.” 

The shawls bring comfort to people going 
through troubling or sad times. They’re also 
a blessing to others, too. “We had one client 
who wasn’t able to get to church,” says Libby 
Martin, an LSSI staff member. “Now she has 
one of the shawls, and when she wraps 
herself in it and reads scripture every night, 
she can feel the prayers woven through the 
fabric, and she feels she’s connected to a 
church body.” 

“Another client had thankful tears in her  
eyes when she was given her shawl,” adds 
staff member Heidi Realmuto. “And a male 
client thanked us for his shawl, saying he  
was going to wrap himself and his children 
in it during their evening prayers.”

Last year, Janie and her friend donated 
about 40 shawls to various individuals and 
organizations. “I’m very 
passionate about this 
ministry,” Janie says. “But 
this is God’s ministry— 
I’m just the person who 
provides the shawls and 
the prayers.” n

The gift that gives twice

ministry,” Janie says. “But 

Every December, LSSI offers specially 
wrapped Justice Bread holiday gift loaves. 
All proceeds from the sale of Justice Bread 
gift loaves go to help the less fortunate in 
our community, so Justice Bread truly is 
a gift that gives twice. 

It’s so easy to give these gift loaves to 
friends, neighbors, family members, 
babysitters, the person who cuts your 
grass— even your garbage man! These 
holiday loaves of cranberry, wheat, and 
pumpkin Justice Bread come wrapped in 
holiday colors and with a card bearing a 
seasonal and spiritual message.
This year, orders of gift loaves are due 
on Monday, December 9, by 11 a.m. 
Wrapped gift loaves are $3.50 each. If 
you prefer unwrapped loaves, they’re
just $3. Please indicate if you want wrapped 
or unwrapped bread when placing your 
order with your Lutheran church Justice 

Bread coordinator. If your church doesn’t 
offer the Justice Bread program, you can 
order by calling LSSI at (260) 426-3347. 
Ask for Jodi Zahm.
 
If you’d like to volunteer to wrap Justice 
Bread, call Rebecca Bash at (260) 426-3347   
by November 27. n



You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

“The Prayer of a righteous person has power”  
James 5:16 (ESV)

By Dennis Herman, Director of Church Relations
In an issue of The 
Prayer Closet 
bulletin, we’re told 
that “conditions fuel 
prayer. It is only as 
we run to Him, rest 
in Him, and pour 
our hearts out to 
Him that we can 
face and deal with 
the conditions 
around us.”

Each day, our staff deals with clients who 
have come upon conditions in their lives 
that are dire and unforeseen … conditions 
that many of us have never seen in our 
lifetime. But because we are a faith-based 
social-services organization, we have 
something very powerful to fall back on—
the power of prayer!

I’m reminded of one example earlier this 
year when one of our clients requested that a 
pastor from a local church contact her for 

spiritual guidance. Our office shared with a 
Lutheran pastor in the client’s neighborhood 
some of the client’s concerns. Within one 
hour, this pastor had called our client and 
prayed with her over the phone. Looking  
back at that example assures me that LSSI is 
dedicated to accomplishing its ministry and 
demonstrating the love of Christ with all 
people who come through our doors.

As we continue in our mission to those in 
need in northern Indiana, can we depend 
on you to become prayer partners with us? 
Believing that our Heavenly Father can take 
care of any conditions that are dire is an 
affirmation that God’s mercy flows to all His 
children regardless of their circumstances.  

Your prayers and financial contributions   
have allowed this ministry to thrive and         
to bring hope to many. We ask that you 
remember us in your charitable giving         
this holiday season. Your investment in         
our work makes a significant impact in          
the lives of those we serve. n

Case Management Wish List
Baby formula (any brand or size), diapers (any size or brand), baby wipes, Pull-Ups, electrical outlet 
covers, safety latches for cupboard drawers and doors, baby gates, new children’s books, school 
supplies (pens, paper, crayons, rulers, glue, notebooks, etc.), toiletries (toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
soap, shampoo, conditioner, lotion, hair-care items, etc.), feminine-hygiene products, cases of 
bottled water, packs of hand-sanitizing wipes (non-liquid type), hotel amenities (soap, shampoo, 
and conditioner), Ziploc-style bags (any size), and gas cards (Speedway preferred). n

Children’s Village Wish List
Bubbles, Play-Doh (toys, cookie cutters, and spatulas), children’s board books (infants and toddlers), 
sensory table items (bags of rice, bags of cornmeal, oatmeal, measuring cups, funnels, spoons—
items children can use to measure), classroom supplies (crayons, glue sticks, washable markers, 
dry-erase markers, colored tissue paper), diapers (any size and brand), clothing for girls or boys (any 
style of pants with elastic waists ranging in sizes from 2 to 8 and shirts 2 to 8), underwear (for girls 
and boys, but especially for boys, sizes 2 to 6), and socks (girls and boys infant to preschool sizes). n 

Please contact Jodi Zahm at (260) 426-3347 with donations.

Goodbye, ‘Grandpa Elmer.’ We will miss you!
We were greatly saddened to learn of the recent passing of Elmer 
O’Keefe, a past LSSI board president and longtime volunteer and 
donor. A Lutheran Life Villages resident, Elmer was affectionately 
known as “Grandpa Elmer” by the children at Children’s Village, where 
he volunteered for many years. Elmer always referred to the children 
as his “little angels.” n

LSSI Board Profile
The Rev. Scott Zeckzer

There was a time when the Rev. Scott 
Zeckzer, a member of LSSI’s board for   four 
years, wasn’t quite sure where his life —and 
God—would lead him. It was his pastor 
who pushed him in the right direction.

“I began thinking about studying to be a 
pastor in high school when some teachers 
planted the idea,” Scott says. “But life took 
over when I was in community college, and 
I needed to find a job. Then, one day my 
pastor asked me when I was going to start 
doing what the Lord wanted me to do.  
I knew what that was.”

Scott soon enrolled at Concordia University 
Ann Arbor, where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in religious studies. He subsequently 
earned a master’s of divinity at Concordia 
Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne and 
joined the staff at Emanuel Lutheran 
Church in New Haven, where he’s now  
one of three pastors.

When asked to join the LSSI board, Scott 
jumped at the opportunity. “I feel that 
Lutheran Social Services does great work in 
our community, and I wanted to be part of 
that,” he says. “Children’s Village, ECHO, Cup 
of Kindness—the organization has some 
wonderful programs.”

Scott is chair of LSSI’s Governance 
Committee and serves on the board’s 
Executive Committee. Scott has provided 
regular devotions at LSSI all-staff meetings, 
and he advises staff members on how to 
better communicate the Gospel to clients.

Scott and his wife, Deb, have four children: 
Bethany, Caleb, Nathan, and Micah. The 
kids attend Central Lutheran School, where 
Deb teaches fifth grade. To spend more 
time with his kids, Scott coaches youth 
baseball and football. n
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A “wow” moment at Children’s Village
By Donna Belknap, Primary Preschool Teacher
As early-childhood educators we have several techniques to problem-solve difficulties between children. In the 
Trailblazers room, we like to use the knowledge we’ve gained and add a little humor. Here’s my  “wow” moment.

In a small group, two boys were sitting side by side at the table working with Legos. The smaller boy was putting 
his tongue on the table, on other children’s arms, and on the Legos. The older boy asked, “Did you know that frogs 
catch flies with their tongues and then they eat them? Are you trying to eat me?”  

The smaller boy turned away, putting his tongue back in his mouth, ending a delightful encounter that could    
have had a very different outcome.

As I approached the table, the older boy turned to me as he continued to work with his Legos and asked, “Did you know there was a man who 
ate bugs? He was a friend of God or the brother to Jesus or something. I know that you know him—he ate locusts! What do you think of that 
idea? Have you eaten locusts? I think they might taste bad. I think his name might be John, and I think maybe he didn’t have clothes.”

This was certainly a unique and logical method of solving a problem. It was also a good reminder that children interpret and retain details of             
a story with such remarkable insight.

To support Children’s Village, please make a gift today.

Like us on Facebook!
Search “Lutheran Social Services of Indiana”

SAVE THE DATES

For more information, contact Rebecca at (260) 426-3347 or rbash@lssin.org.

Annual Meeting:
Thursday, March 13, 2014

Meet & Eat: 
May 8, 2014 

7:30 - 8:30 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.


