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Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up for our mailing list and you’ll have access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI. 

Sign up at http://lssin.org/get-involved/join-our-mailing-list/. 

Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

Let’s keep in touch

LSSI has been a part of the Indiana Access to Recovery (INATR) 
program for the past one-and-a-half years. During this time, more  
than 250 people have been helped with their recovery from drug    
and alcohol abuse. LSSI has provided quality services to help assist 
clients who wanted to get in recovery from substance-use problems 
or needed assistance maintaining their recovery. INATR employs a 
holistic approach to care and helps clients gain access to a network    
of clinical, community organizations that provide treatment and 
recovery support services.  

Early in 2012, a need was expressed to involve more faith-based 
organizations in delivery of these services. LSSI felt this approach to 
care fit within its area of expertise. As with all of its programs, LSSI is 
always evaluating the impact it provides, the financial viability, and   
its investments of resources. More recently, the state has changed 
both the service and payment structure of this program. The 
instability of the program over the past several months has caused 
concerns for future viability. 

“As our dollars and staff resources are limited, we’ve decided to 
redirect our focus to programs with greater, more lasting impact,”   
says LSSI President and CEO Angie Moellering. “We’re intentionally 
evaluating potential service lines so we can be the best stewards of 
the resources God has given us. This includes always evaluating the 
investment of resources against the impact we’re having. We celebrate 
the impact our services have had on the clients we’ve served.”

LSSI case managers Liz Ternet and Emily Darrah served as INATR 
recovery consultants. “Access to Recovery provides assistance with  
just about any problem arising from addiction,” Liz says. “And the 
success rate —maintaining sobriety—for clients is significantly high. 
During the initial consultation, we helped clients identify what 
obstacles they faced and how to overcome those obstacles. We also 
identified their strengths and helped them set realistic goals. Then, we 
met with clients a minimum of once a month to follow up on whether 
they were successful in pursuing their recovery goals. We also 
consulted with them if there was a relapse. Anytime you’re dealing 
with addiction there’s always a chance of relapse.”

The average time spent in the program was five to seven months.   
One of the toughest obstacles to overcome was finding employment. 
“Because of their addiction, many of our clients had felonies in their 

backgrounds,” Liz says. “There aren’t a lot of employers willing to hire 
people with felony records, especially when those offenses were the 
result of drug and alcohol abuse.”

Recovering from addiction is also essential to mending families torn 
apart by substance abuse. “Addiction can be devastating to families, 
especially when it affects parents,” Liz says. “We always told our clients 
that if they can’t take care of themselves, they won’t be able to take 
care of the people they’re responsible for.”

Liz and Emily often received letters of appreciation from the people 
they’ve helped. Two recent examples came from Callie and William.    
In part, Callie wrote, “My drug addiction has affected my life for many 
years in many ways. ATR has helped me in many ways. My biggest 
supporter was my case manager, Elizabeth Ternet. She believed in me.”

Selling drugs cost William 15 years of his life. Liz was one of the people 
central to his successful integration into the community when he was 
released from prison. He wrote, in part, “These people took time out  
of their lives to help me get back on track. We need more people like 
them. My life has gotten better because of what Access to Recovery 
has done for me.”

Liz adds: “William told me I was the ‘mother bird’ who pushed him    
out of the nest. Words like that from William and others are not only 
heartwarming, but they always remind us of the positive impact 
Access to Recovery had on our community.” n

Lighting the path to recovery

LSSI case manager Liz Ternet speaks with a client. 

Have you checked 
out our website lately?  

Find us online at 
www.lssin.org 

to view our videos 
featuring adoption, ECHO, 

and Children’s Village.



As I’ve mentioned 
before, we’re 
currently working   
on an intentional 
shift in the scope      
of our programs.   
Our goal is to provide 
longer-term, 
in-depth services 
that have a long-

lasting impact on families and our community 
as a whole. 

One of the programs in which you can see 
tangible results of this philosophy is Education 
Creates Hope and Opportunity (ECHO), a 
case-management program that enables young 
women to stay in school as they cope with      
the challenges of pregnancy and parenting.    
I’m delighted to announce that 100 percent—    
23 of 23— of our eligible ECHO clients 
graduated this year. Moreover, we’ve been 
helping those 23 with college visits and 
applications for enrollment and financial aid, 
and so far, 13 are enrolled in a post-secondary 
educational program. 

Why is this important? Because ECHO helps 
break the cycle. Nationwide, 60 percent of teen 
mothers drop out of school. Dropouts typically 
earn 40 percent less than graduates. Children 
born to teens who haven’t finished high school 
are 10 times more likely to be poor than children 
born to graduates. Teen parents who don’t 
graduate are more likely to seek financial 
assistance, abuse their children, have another 
child before they’re married, and be involved 
with the Department of Child Services. Also,  
less than 2 percent of teens who have babies 
before they’re 18 obtain a college degree by   
the time they’re 30. 

However, 90 percent of our ECHO clients earn    
a high school diploma or GED, and that means 
their children are more likely to graduate, too.  
In the final analysis, ECHO promotes self-
sufficiency and success—for generations 
to come. n

Generations to come
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO

You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

Stress level alert 
By Dennis Herman, Director of Church Relations

The dog days of 
August have now 
become the days 
when children are 
called back to 
regular classroom 
work at school. For 
many families, this 
time of year is cause 
for excitement—

getting ready for the new school year, a new 
teacher, shopping for new clothes, etc. But for 
some families, the coming of a new school 
year puts new stress on the budget, which 
translates into new stress on the family 
because essential utility-bill payments have 
been decimated by school-year necessities. 

At Lutheran Social Services of Indiana, these 
stressors are what bring new clients to our 

office who require temporary help with bill 
payments and other necessities for their 
families. As you contemplate the blessings 
of our loving Father above for giving us our 
needed essentials for this life, please consider 
a gift of love for those who struggle on a daily 
basis to make ends meet. Scripture alerts us 
with these words: “Whoever has a bountiful 
eye  will be blessed, for he shares his bread 
with the poor.” Proverbs 22:9

If you’d like to show your support for LSSI 
client families that struggle with school-    
year expenses, please contact us for more 
information on how you can become a “Dog 
Days Donor” for our fellow brothers and 
sisters in Christ in need. You may contact me 
at (260) 426-3347, ext. 314. Stop and consider 
what God has done for you … His grace is 
sufficient for you. Thanks be to God! n

Because of you...
This is where we salute some of 
the special efforts by the caring 
individuals who make our work 
possible.

•	Over	the	last	two	years,		area		 	
 Lutheran schools have donated   
	 approximately	800	new	or	gently		
 used books to promote literacy   
	 among	the	low-income	families	
	 we	serve.

•	The	Christ	Child	Society	of	Fort		 	
 Wayne annually donates more 
 than 50 layette bags— everything  
 needed to bring a baby home from  
 the hospital—to benefit clients in  
	 our	Education	Creates	Hope		 	
	 and	Opportunity	(ECHO)	program.

ATTEnTIOn FARMERS
•	Gifts of grain offer farmers an   
 opportunity to benefit themselves  
	 while	supporting	the	ministry	of		
 Lutheran Social Services. Gifts of  
 grain can be made at your local   
	 elevator—just	let	LSS	know	what		
	 elevator	you	use,	and	we’ll		 	
 establish an account for you to   
 transfer grain. By transferring the  
	 grain	before	selling,	farmers	avoid		
	 claiming	the	gift	as	income	while		
	 still	being	able	to	write	off	the		 	
	 input	costs.	For	more	information		
	 on	giving	grain,	securities	(e.g.,		 	
	 stocks,	bonds)	or	making	a	direct		
	 distribution	from	your	IRA	(if	you		
	 are	older	than	70-and-a-half),	or		
 establishing a retained life estate  
	 (give	your	home	or	other	land	and		
 remain in the property as long as  
	 you	like),	please	contact	Dennis			
	 Herman	at	(260)	426-3347.

Our goal is to provide longer-term, in-depth services 
that have a long-lasting impact on families and our 
community as a whole. 



You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. Just hit the donate button at the top of the page!  

Donor	profile
Melyssa and Matthew Lennington

Melyssa and Matthew Lennington are 
among the generous, compassionate 
people LSSI relies upon to do its work. 
Longtime donors, the Lenningtons own 
and operate a Culver’s restaurant in 
Warsaw and recently broke ground for 
their new Culver’s near the intersection 
of Stellhorn and Maplecrest roads on 
the northeast side of Fort Wayne.

“I began contributing small amounts 
to Lutheran Social Services after I 
graduated from college,” Melyssa says. 
“Then, as Matthew and I have became 
successful over the years, we’ve been 
able to increase our donations. We really 
believe in the programs Lutheran Social 
Services offers. We especially like Cup 
of Kindness because it provides 
short-term assistance to help people 
get back on their feet. Its purpose is 
not to create long-term dependence.” n

Save the dates
Meet & Eat: 

Thursday, September 26, 2013 
7:30 - 8:30 a.m. or 

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Annual Meeting:
Thursday, March 13, 2014

For more information, contact 
Rebecca at (260) 426-3347 or 

rbash@lssin.org.

A big day
Children’s Village, LSSI’s 
early-learning center, held 
a graduation ceremony for 
20 preschoolers on May 30. 
Wearing royal-blue caps and 
gowns, the students sang songs, 
recited poetry, and proudly 
received their diplomas. In 
attendance were parents, 
guests, and senior friends 
from Lutheran Life Villages.

Children’s
Village

Graduation
Thursday, May 30

Intergenerational fun
The annual Zoo Day at the 
Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo on 
June 4 brought together 35 
seniors, 50 preschool children 
and many parents, staff 
members, and volunteers 
from both LSSI and Lutheran 
Life Villages for a day of fun 
and learning. Groups that 
included seniors and children 
toured the zoo for a few hours 
and then enjoyed a picnic 
lunch on the zoo grounds. 
The weather was beautiful, 
and the trip was a great 
success. It’s a joyous occasion 
when we can bring together 
children and seniors for 
learning and fellowship while 
bridging the generation gap!

Zoo Day
Tuesday, June 4
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Mission 
Lutheran Social Services of 

Indiana expresses the love 

of Jesus Christ for all people 

through services that empower 

individuals and families to move 

toward social, emotional, and 

spiritual wholeness.

A “wow” moment at Children’s Village
By Donna Belknap, Primary Preschool Teacher

Today, during work time, children were working in the blocks, reading books, working 60-piece 
puzzles, working in the corn meal and water table. I was working with a small group at the table. 
One of our foster grandmas was holding a child talking softly, and my co-teacher was assisting 
the children in a game of memory. As I began the lesson of cutting along the bold line, a 6-year-
old suddenly stated very loudly to the class, “We should pray.” I looked around for support when 
the boy said, “We haven’t prayed today, have we? Miss Donna, would you pray for us?” I stood           
and asked the classroom to stop and center themselves. The children paused, and the room 
became very quiet. I prayed:

“ Dear God, 
 We thank you for this day, 
 For the sunshine, 
 For our family and friends.
 We thank You for Your grace and love. 
 We pray in Your name, 
 Amen”

The children repeated each word, said “Amen,” and returned to their work. The adults looked at 
one other, smiled, and returned to working with the children. 

Some might ask if this is the work of the Holy Spirit, an “out of the mouths of babes” moment, 
or just the phenomenon of working with small children? I wonder?

Have you checked 
out our website lately?  

Find us online at 
www.lssin.org 

to view our videos 
featuring adoption, ECHO, 

and Children’s Village.

Like us on Facebook!
Search “Lutheran Social Services of Indiana”


