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Interested in being kept in the loop? Sign up for our mailing list and you’ll have access to regular updates on happenings at LSSI. 

Sign up at http://lssin.org/get-involved/join-our-mailing-list/. 

Please indicate if you prefer to receive updates via email or in your mailbox.

Let’s keep in touch

Two infant-adoption placements planned for the holidays had 
decidedly different outcomes, but shared common threads:  
love, sacrifice, and commitment.

In the first planned placement, the birth mother decided she wanted 
to parent her child shortly before she gave birth to a baby boy on 
December 22. This came after months of planning that involved the 
birth mother, the adoptive family, and LSSI.

“It was Christmas, and the adoptive family was so much anticipating 
having this baby,” says Laura Hoffman, LSSI’s clinical director. “But 
every adoption is painful for someone. Our position is that it’s always 
the birth mother’s decision to make.”

The adoptive parents, Abby and Matt, more than accepted the  
birth mom’s decision; they showed their support for her and the 
young daughter she already had at home with Christmas gifts  
and baby supplies.

“Abby and Matt really wanted the placement to happen,” says Angie 
Phillips, LSSI adoption supervisor. “They’re very faithful people, and 

throughout the process, they thought the placement would happen. 
After the birth mother decided to parent, they let her know that they 
were there for her regardless of her decision.”

Though disappointed by the birth mother’s last-minute decision,  
Abby and Matt also know the joy adoption can bring. They began 
building their family through LSSI’s infant adoption program with 
daughters Hannah and Olivia, now 4 and 3 years old, respectively.

“When we wanted to start a family, we were unable,” Abby says.  
“But instead of undergoing fertility treatments, we felt the Lord  
was calling us to adopt. The adoption process can be overwhelming 
and scary, but it’s always worth it in the end. It’s humbling that  
an expectant mother would give us this greatest gift. Adoption  
is awesome. It’s a miracle.”

In an example of “when God closes a door, He opens a window,”  
Abby is now expecting their first biological child, a daughter, in July.

In the second holiday placement, the birth mother didn’t change her 
mind. In fact, she went above and beyond for the son she gave birth 

to on December 28, using a breast pump to supply 
the adoptive family with the nurturing sustenance 
her baby would need during his first few days. 

“What a tremendous gift to a child—it’s pretty 
much unheard of,” Laura says. “The birth mother 
wanted her baby to have everything he could  
from her to have a great start. It was such an 
unselfish act.

“These two beautiful stories—taking place  
during the Christmas season— demonstrate  
the love, sacrifice, and commitment in adoption 
placement,” Laura adds. “It’s a very thoughtful, 
remarkable process.” n

A thoughtful, remarkable process

Matt and Abby  
with their daughters.

Lutheran Social Services wishes 
a Happy Mother’s Day  

to all mothers, grandmothers,  
godmothers, and stepmothers.



Since its 
beginnings  
more than a 
century ago,  
our organization 
has provided 
assistance and 
nurtured hope  
as an expression  
of Jesus’ love. 

Recently, however, we’ve been able to expand 
on that by “going deeper” with our clients. Our 
goals now include going beyond addressing 
our clients’ basic needs. To do that we’re 
assessing the underlying causes that bring  
our clients to us so that we can help them  
create better paths for their direction in life.

One key to addressing our clients deep-seated 
needs is training. Many of our clients have great 
stress in their lives, and they haven’t always 
been given the best solutions to deal with that 
stress. We’ve been providing more training for 
our staff members in an effort to help them 
recognize the reasons for the challenges our 
clients face. We’re now addressing alcohol and 
drug addiction, as well the trauma caused by 
abusive family relationships, separation from 
the family, and violence in the community. 
In our quest to go deeper with our clients,  
we’ve also expanded some of our programs.  

For example, the goal of Education Creates 
Hope and Opportunity (ECHO) has always been 
to help teen mothers complete high school 
while pregnant and parenting. However, we’ve 
recently expanded ECHO to follow these teens 
into college so that they can gain the education 
they’ll need to earn a better living and support 
their families.  

Our financial literacy program continues to 
grow as we work with families to teach them 
skills that will help them today and put them  
in good stead during rough patches in the 
future. Showing our clients the way to self-
sufficiency is central to what we do. 

We’ve been able to go deeper in our work  
with clients because of the generous foresight 
of individual donors and local foundations. 
Thank you, and please continue to think of  
us. When you give to LSSI, you’re enabling us  
to demonstrate the love of Jesus. I often think  
of Psalm 46 when I reflect upon how He enables 
us to do our work. n

To a greater depth
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO

You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. Just hit the donate button under Get Involved!  

On April 18, LSSI and its partner organizations 
hosted an event to present “Facing Homelessness 
in Fort Wayne, an affiliate of The Facing 
Project,” at the main branch of the Allen 
County Public Library.

Facing Homeless in Fort Wayne is a 
storytelling project aimed at raising 
awareness, finding solutions, and garnering 
support for the city’s homeless. The project 
resulted in a book, a collection of compelling 
stories written by local writers after they’d 
interviewed people who are or have been 
homeless at one time, or work with  
the homeless. 

The Facing Project was founded in Muncie by 
J.R. Jamison and Kelsey Timmerman. As with 
Facing Homelessness in Fort Wayne, writers 
were paired with people facing difficult life 
circumstances to create Facing Poverty in 
Delaware County. Other affiliates of the 
Facing Project, taking on other aspects of  
the human condition, are under way in other 
cities around the country, and other projects 
are waiting in the wings. 

LSSI’s role in the Facing Homelessness project 
began when LSSI Case Manager Heidi Kaufman 
heard the co-founders of The Facing Project 
speak before the Fort Wayne Area Planning 

Council on Homelessness. LSSI is a member of 
the council. Members of LSSI’s executive team 
agreed with Heidi that the agency should join 
the The Facing Project movement. 

“Facing Homelessness is a very important 
project for our community, and I knew  
LSSI could be instrumental in making it 
happen because of our experience and 
understanding working with low-income 
individuals and families,” Heidi says. 
“Homeless people aren’t as visible here  
as they are in other communities, but they  
are here. A recent report indicated that there 
were 558 people facing homeless here in 

Facing Homelessness in Fort Wayne

Psalm 46 
New Living Translation (NLT)

God is our refuge and strength,  
always ready to help in times of trouble.

So we will not fear when earthquakes come 
and the mountains crumble into the sea.

Let the oceans roar and foam. 
Let the mountains tremble as the waters surge! 
Interlude

A river brings joy to the city of our God, 
the sacred home of the Most High.

God dwells in that city; it cannot be destroyed. 
From the very break of day, God will protect it.

The nations are in chaos, 
and their kingdoms crumble! 
God’s voice thunders, 
and the earth melts!

The Lord of Heaven’s Armies is here among us; 
the God of Israel[b] is our fortress. 

Come, see the glorious works of the Lord: 
See how he brings destruction upon the world.

He causes wars to end throughout the earth. 
He breaks the bow and snaps the spear; 
he burns the shields with fire.

“Be still, and know that I am God! 
I will be honored by every nation. 
I will be honored throughout the world.”

The Lord of Heaven’s Armies is here among us; 
the God of Israel is our fortress.

LSSI held its annual meeting on March 21.  
Thank you to all who made this event a great success!



You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. Just hit the donate button under Get Involved!  

Five reasons to donate to LSSI  
By Dennis Herman, Director of Church Relations

Although there are many reasons given to 
donate funds to the charity of your choice,  
a study by Harvard University (http://life.
gaiam.com/article/5-reasons-donate-charity) 
suggests that, for the most part, these reasons 
fall into five different categories. Today, I’d like 
to share with you what was found in this 
study. I’m convinced that most of our donors 
at LSSI have these purposes in mind when 
they know how contributions are used by  
our organization. 

1.  Donations can be tax-deductible. Although  
 this statement may sound especially  
 encouraging, donors should always check  
 with their accounting professionals before  
 claiming a deduction. 

2.  Donations may improve your sense of  
 well-being. Helping those in need may  

 very well give you a sense of purpose for  
 your life. Sacrificing something such as  
 time, finances, or property in order to  
 help others can give you a sense of  
 inner satisfaction. 

3.  Supporting a cause can help keep you  
 informed about issues of social injustice.  
 When considering donating to LSSI,  
 many people tend to research the issues  
 connected with our ministry. As a result,  
 they become more informed about the  
 issues surrounding our mission and our  
 place in this community. 

4.  Giving to LSSI out of spiritual conviction 
can strengthen your spiritual life. 
Recognizing that you have taken actions  
in line with your spiritual convictions by 
offering your resources to others in need 

can bring a  
sense of inner 
peace and 
contentment. 

5.  Volunteering 
with LSSI may 
result in   
physical and 
social benefits. 
By volunteering, 
you have the opportunity to build your 
social circles while reaping the physical, 
mental, and spiritual benefits from the 
labor you contribute to LSSI. 

If you would like to make a donation or learn 
more about becoming a volunteer, please 
contact me at (260) 426-3347.

Charitable donations from IRAs
In past years, IRA owners who had reached age 70-1/2, were allowed to make tax-free charitable donations of up to $100,000 directly out  
of their IRAs. The donations counted as IRA required minimum distributions. So charitably inclined seniors with more IRA money than they 
needed could reduce their income taxes by arranging for tax-free IRA donations to take the place of taxable IRA required minimum distributions. 

This break expired at the end of 2011, but the new law retroactively restores it for 2012 and extends it through 2013.  
(Please see your tax advisor with questions about charitable donations from IRAs).

Save the dates 
Children’s Village graduation: Thursday, May 30
Meet & Eat: Thursday, September 26, 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
For more information, contact Krista at (260) 426-3347 or komspaugh@lssin.org.

2012, but it’s believed that number may 
represent only half of the homeless 
population. And in our current economy, 
more and more are on the verge of losing 
adequate housing.

“Facing Homeless is a way for people to see 
the homeless, to learn what it’s really like,  
to humanize it,” Heidi adds. “It’s our hope  
that people —business people, lawmakers, 
and others—who don’t ordinarily see 
homelessness as a problem will come up  
with some new ideas.”

To help her make the Facing Homelessness 
project a reality, Heidi was joined by Bethany 
Pruitt, LSSI’s financial literacy coordinator.  
LSSI then formed a partnership with 

Community Action of Northeast Indiana 
(CANI), Indiana University–Purdue University 
Fort Wayne, the University of Saint Francis, 
Mission Church, Genesis Outreach, and 
Michael MacLeod Studios.

Those writing the stories for the book were 
college students and professors, local 
freelance writers, and people who advocate 
for the homeless. The artwork for the book 
was provided by students at the University  
of Saint Francis and others.

“Facing Homelessness raises awareness and 
puts a face on homelessness,” Bethany says. 
“It’s also been a way of engaging the arts 
community to help overcome negative 
perceptions and stereotypes.” 

The Facing 
Homelessness 
event in April 
featured dramatic 
readings of some 
of the stories by 
University of Saint Francis theatre students. 
Also available was additional information 
about the homeless, volunteer opportunities, 
and how to donate.

“The event at the library was the culmination 
of the storytelling project,” Bethany says. “But 
it’s just the beginning of what we hope will  
be a community-wide effort to find solutions.”
Copies of the book Facing Homelessness  
in Fort Wayne are available free of charge 
from LSSI. n
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Mission 
Lutheran Social Services of 

Indiana expresses the love 

of Jesus Christ for all people 

through services that empower 

individuals and families to move 

toward social, emotional, and 

spiritual wholeness.

Because of you ...
This is where we salute some  
of the special efforts by the  
caring individuals who make  
our work possible.

When two AmeriCorps 
representatives working with  
LSSI told us they wanted to gather 
blankets for the homeless, we 
notified our church delegates. 
Within 20 minutes, the folks at 
Emanuel Lutheran Church in  
New Haven called to say they  
had 20 blankets to donate. We  
are grateful for the responsiveness 
of these delegates.

LSSI recently received three generous grants from The Lutheran Foundation, Foellinger 
Foundation, and Community Foundation of Greater Fort Wayne. The grants received 
from The Lutheran Foundation and Community Foundation of Greater Fort Wayne are 
operational grants to be used to support LSSI many programs that include adoption 
services, high school diploma completion for teen parents, financial literacy, and early-
childhood education. The Foellinger Foundation grant is part of a special foundation 
initiative that provides operating, limited capital improvement and replacement, and 
special organizational effectiveness support.

LSSI receives three grants

Have you checked out our website lately?  
Find us online at www.lssin.org to view our videos  

featuring adoption and Children’s Village.


