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Let’s keep in touch

With yet another outpouring of compassionate generosity and the hard 
work of volunteers, LSSI was able to assist 110 families during the 
agency’s annual Christmas Program in 2012. There were 63 sponsors 
representing families, businesses, and church congregations.

“This was a phenomenal year,” says Kristi Stanley, who again coordinated 
the program in addition to her duties as LSSI’s director of intake and 
grants manager. “With the economy the way it’s been, we always wonder 
if people will be able to provide for these families in need yet another 
year. But our sponsors are so generous, kind, and compassionate —they 
continue to provide for those who have fallen on hard times. In fact, many 
of them go above and beyond, buying more than what’s on the wish list.”

The Christmas Program is offered to families already receiving services 
from LSSI and actively doing what they can to move toward self-sufficiency. 
Each family provides a wish list that includes items for both the adults 
and children in the family. Sponsors then buy, wrap, and label the items. 
On the designated day, sponsors drop off what they’ve purchased at 
Concordia Lutheran High School, where volunteers organize everything. 
The majority of this year’s volunteers came from Lutheran congregations. 
Two AmeriCorps service members also pitched in.

On the following day, the families are invited to pick up their gifts.  
“Our families are so appreciative,” Kristi says.

Among the returning sponsors this year were Kim Milleman and her 
husband, Dr. Jeff Milleman, owners of Salus Research, a Fort Wayne 
company that conducts human clinical trials for new dental products.

“We were introduced to the idea of sponsoring a family because our 
church, New Hope Lutheran Church in Huntertown, sponsored a family  
every year,” Kim says. “The Lord had blessed us and our business greatly,  
so we decided to sponsor a family ourselves in 2005. Two years later,  

we decided to 
sponsor two 
families. Then, we 
got our employees 
involved to sponsor 
another family. Now, 
we have a total of 
three families. Our 
philosophy is that  
if everyone does  
a little to help, no 
one has to do a lot.”

With a growing 
business to run,  
the Millemans  
often turned over 
the purchasing and 
wrapping of gifts to 
their son Carter and his girlfriend, Ashley Densberger. “They’re both in 
college now and don’t have as much time to shop, so we set up an ‘elf 
station’ here at our business, and our employees help wrap gifts when 
their work allows,” Kim says.

On the volunteer side, the Rev. Amy Beitelschees-Albers, pastor of  
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, returned for her second year of lending  
a hand.

“I decided to volunteer because of what Lutheran Social Services 
accomplishes through its wonderful programs and services and outreach 
to the community,” Amy says. “Volunteering with the Christmas Program 
is also something I do because of my faith, not just as a pastor, but as  
an individual.”     

The Holy Trinity congregation has been sponsoring two or three families 
annually for several years. Some families within the congregation also 
sponsor families on their own. “Our congregation supports the Christmas 
Program because the recipients are already clients,” Amy says. “Members 
of the staff at Lutheran Social Services know them on a personal level.  
We trust that what we’re able to do with our limited resources is going  
to make a difference.”  n

If you would like to learn more about becoming a 2013 Christmas sponsor  
or volunteer, please contact Kristi Stanley at kstanley@lssin.org. 

Tidings of comfort and joy

Denny Herman thanks a sponsor  
for her help and generosity.



We’re currently 
engaged in 
strategic planning, 
examining the 
impact and 
financial 
sustainability of 
our programs. 

We serve 
thousands of 

people every year, and our services have a 
genuine impact on our community, now and 
in the future. Through Cup of Kindness alone, 
we helped 1,502 people with rent or utility 
assistance last year. That was money aimed  
at solving an immediate problem.

In most of what we do, however, we strive  
to have a long-lasting effect in people’s lives,  
to change the trajectory of their lives. We 
continue to work with families, guiding them 
toward self-sufficiency. We want them to thrive 
as families, to be better off, and we strive to 
make parents better parents. We’re also 
directing more dollars toward helping families 
sustain affordable housing.

The positive impact of our programs have 
outcomes even further into the future. For 
example, we served 159 children at Children’s 
Village, preparing them for kindergarten  
and beyond. Education Creates Hope and 
Opportunity (ECHO) helped 24 teen moms 
graduate from high school, fostering brighter  
 

futures for their families. We also assisted  
187 men and women with addiction issues 
leaving incarceration. 

You made all of this—and much, much 
more —possible with your generosity. In  
this economic climate when governmental 
funding has diminished, organizations such  
as ours have fewer dollars available, making 
the generosity of individual donors and 
churches even more important. 

Please continue to help us change the 
trajectory of people’s lives. Help us pursue  
our mission to express the love of Jesus Christ 
for all people through services that empower 
individuals and families to move toward social, 
emotional, and spiritual wholeness. n

A new trajectory
A letter from Angela Moellering, President and CEO

You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. Just hit the donate button under Get Involved!  

One of the compassionate —and talented—
people making the season brighter for  
children through LSSI’s annual Christmas 
Program takes a real hands-on approach.  
For the last five years, Jerry Goeglein has  
been donating beautiful toys he lovingly  
crafts from hardwood. Wagons, rocking  
horses, doll cradles—these are toys made  
to last, as those of generations past.

“It’s a labor of love,” Jerry says. “The most 
important thing about making these toys is 
that it benefits kids. I think children are the 
most important resource we have as a country, 
and I love doing something for them.”

Jerry has more time for woodworking since 
retiring from Goeglein’s Catering, the business 
his parents started in 1951. In addition to 
making toys, he crafts furniture and other 
items for his relatives and his “family” in the 
STEPS Bible Study Program at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church.

“I treat woodworking like a mini-job,” Jerry says 
“It’s a wonderful release for me. If it wasn’t for 
this, I’d have to find a real job again. I’m retired, 
but I can’t just sit in a rocking chair and watch 
the world go by.

“And,” Jerry jokes, “having a workshop is the 
secret to having a happy marriage.” Jerry’s  
onto something there: He and his wife, Jan, 
celebrated their 50th anniversary in 2012.

Jerry has other partners in his toy making.  
Frick Lumber in Brimfield donates the wood, 
while Umber’s Ace Hardware on Maplecrest 

Road gives Jerry a big discount on other  
items he needs. 

“I really enjoy making the toys, and by doing  
it, helping Lutheran Social Services fulfill  
its mission,” Jerry says. “In this, I feel I’ve  
been blessed.” n

A labor of love

A child enjoys one of the toys crafted from hardwood by Jerry Goeglein.

Have you checked out our website lately? Find us online at www.lssin.org.



You can donate online with a credit card at www.lssin.org. Just hit the donate button under Get Involved!  

Money doesn’t grow on trees ...  
By Dennis Herman, Director of Church Relations

As I assume more responsibility in the 
fundraising area of LSSI, I continue to be 
intrigued with the scriptural passage in 
Matthew 7:7-8 where the Lord gives this 
advice: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened 
to you. Everyone who asks receives, and he 
who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it  
will be opened.”  

With this passage in mind, I am assured that 
God will provide for the needs of LSSI. One  
of the ways God provides is through our 
thoughtful donors. LSSI has been so blessed 
year after year by those supporting our 
ministry. I have no doubts about asking  
people for support when it comes to the 
ministry of LSSI because I know fellow 

Christians want to assist those in need  
who need to know Jesus. When it comes  
to planned giving, my task is to provide 
education to those interested in making  
a gift. Here’s a short explanation of how  
you can make a planned gift. 

Planned giving to LSSI may be accomplished 
through bequests, charitable trusts, gift 
annuities, life insurance, or other forms.  
If you’re a current donor, you may want to 
consider adding a planned gift, which has 
certain tax advantages and gives a deep 
sense of self-fulfillment. Planned gifts  
offer you another means to increase  
your contributions and leave a legacy gift  
to LSSI. Our office is staffed with individuals 
who will see you through the process.  

For more 
information on 
planned giving,  
please call  
(260) 426-3347  
and ask for me  
at extension 314. 
Even though we  
all know money 
doesn’t grow on 
trees—we all know 
that your contributions bear fruit in 
abundance to the less-fortunate individuals 
we serve. Peace and blessings to all. n

Children’s Village, LSSI’s early-learning 
center, recently passed a stringent annual 
inspection to maintain the center’s Paths  
to QUALITY Level Four status. Paths to 
QUALITY is the system used in Indiana  
to rate the quality of child-care programs. 
Each program is evaluated in several 
areas, including maintaining a healthful, 
safe environment that’s conducive to 
learning, the quality of the curriculum, 
and the education and training of staff 
members. Attaining Level Four status,  
the highest level, means a child-care 
program meets all the Paths to QUALITY 
criteria, is state-licensed, and has  
national accreditation. 

“Our continuing Level Four status  
is a testament to the hard work and 
dedication of everyone here,” says 
Children’s Village Director Kathy Lehman. 
“Members of our staff are absolutely 
committed to providing the best 
environment and learning experiences 
for the children we serve, and it shows  
in everything they do.” n

Each Friday, students from Children’s Village, 
our early-learning center, visit seniors in 
the memory-care community at Lutheran 
Life Villages. During a recent visit, a man 
approached one of our teachers and said his 
mother was gravely ill and not expected to live 
much longer. He told the teacher that none 
of the family members could get his mother 
to respond to their voices or conversations. 
He asked the teacher if she and the children 
would go to his mother’s room and sing to her. 
He hoped their voices might elicit a response.

The children sang “Jesus Loves Me,” and as 
they sang, the woman responded by blinking 
her eyes and turning her head toward the 
singing. It was a very emotional moment for 
the family members, and they were so deeply 
touched and appreciative that the children 
sang and that their loved one responded  
to their voices.

We can’t measure this for an outcome report, 
we can’t make a spreadsheet to show the 
value or worth, but when we can touch lives 
of people like this, we’re truly carrying out our 

mission, not only for LSSI, but also to God as 
Christians as we walk beside children in faith 
and attend to those in need. n

Young voices create a mission moment

Children’s Village never misses an  
opportunity to celebrate in song.

With flying colors

Justice Bread available 
Justice Bread is an ongoing LSSI fundraising effort to provide financial assistance to individuals and families. Fresh-baked wheat and specialty  
breads are available for $3 a loaf at participating churches as well as at Lutheran Social Services. Net proceeds go to the Cup of Kindness program, 
which provides assistance to individuals and families with financial need. If your church isn’t currently participating in Justice Bread, or if you’d  
like to purchase a loaf, call (260) 426-3347.
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Join us for our annual meeting on Thursday, March 21, at the 

Bergstaff Place to enjoy food, fellowship —and to learn more  

about how we’re striving to enhance the lives of those we serve.

Cash bar and light hors d’ouvres at 5:30 p.m.

Light buffet dining at 6 p.m.

Program begins at 6:30 p.m.

Delegate attendance is important for bylaw revision voting.

For more information, call Krista Omspaugh at (260) 426-3347. 

The Bergstaff Place is located at  

2020 East Washington Boulevard in Fort Wayne.

Annual meeting set for March 21

Mission 
Lutheran Social Services of 

Indiana expresses the love 

of Jesus Christ for all people 

through services that empower 

individuals and families to move 

toward social, emotional, and 

spiritual wholeness.

Because of you ...
This is where we salute some  
of the special efforts by the  
caring individuals who make  
our work possible.

 The daughter of a client in Access 
to Recover, one of our case-
management programs, recently 
donated baby items, writing,  
“I wanted to show my appreciation 
for everything LSSI did for my mom.”

A person who received help 
from Cup of Kindness eight years 
ago recently donated $200 to  
the program, writing, “Cup of 
Kindness once helped me when  
I needed it. Thank you.”


